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‘ al On the telephone, 
F RAN K NUTT in the showroom 
SEWING MACHINES or online. 


Our showroom Is located In Kings Heath, Birmingham, West Midlands where we have 
around 100 sewing machines on display ready for demonstration. Dont forget we 
have our own car park next to the showroom. 


We are official stockists of Babylock, Brother, Bernina, Janome, Singer, Elna, Bernette, 
Juki and Husqvarna Sewing Machines & Overlockers along with Horn Cabinets and 
Ajustoform Dressmaking Dummies. 


Creative machine embroidery workshops by Claire Muir. Training also available. 


Give us a call on 0121 444 3978 for lots of honest, helpful and friendly advice. 


Come and see 
the new Bernina 
machine! 


Free next day delivery on all machines 
in stock ordered before 12 noon. [| OT i Ni - 


www. franknutt.co.uk 10121 443 5555 


Frank Nutt Sewing Machines, 17 - 23 Poplar Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham. B14 7AA Est.1985. 


Hello 


uesme ts the December 2017 sau of bowing Wed! 


Well, it's time to say Merry Christmas! It's been a busy year at Sewing World HQ and 
2018 is set to be even busier, with new and exciting projects and plans to come! 


In this issue we have some fabulously festive sewing for you. The easy-to-make, 
elegant Kimono Jacket will be a perfect accompaniment to your festive outfit. 
With details that you can personalise to suit your own style, enjoy making 

this garment your own. The Embellished Purse project from Emily Levy is a 


«a 
gorgeous clutch purse, adorned with stunning Hungarian Kalocsa style machine oly aM 
embroidery — you will have admirers swooning at the beautiful vibrant colours i “iy 
and design. For your festive décor, why not make your own Christmas Elf Bowl. a Pty 
Patchwork and little elf dolls combine to create a simple server for your festive “A ty, 
table, or why not try the Mitten Garland — using felted woollen blankets, it will “AN 
add a Scandi-style finishing touch to your fireplace or hallway. The Little Deer, xt wi tes: 
Christmas Stocking combines earthy, Essex linen and pretty Liberty prints to \ g 9 
create a classic stocking, ready for Santa to fill. For your gifting, why not try the “aif, fy 
Chenille Cosmetic Bag — a stylish and practical bag using cut layers of fabric to © ng Py, 
create a soft texture. The whimsical Sleep Tight Embroidery, with a sleepy moon SS wb ot 
and stars, will create a sweet feature for any nursery wall. | : = ; 
Q in 
In our features, we meet machine embroiderer Linda Miller and find out more - 2s 
about her work, and we take a look behind the scenes at Willian Gee — an \ V2 


atmospheric haberdashery set in the heart of London's East End. All this, plus 
our regulars, and more! 


Happy Christmas sewing! 


Emma 


Gel social! Do get in touch and share pictures of your makes 
and splendid sewing - we'd love to hear from you! 


Fi sewingworldmagazine wW sewingworldmag D) sewingworldmag sewingworldmag 


Sewing World magazine is available to buy in a digital format from App Stores or visit 
www.pocketmags.com - simply search Sewing World magazine. Readers of digital issues 
can download project patterns from www.sewingworldmagazine.com. Happy sewing! 
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59 We Meet... Linda Miller 
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68 Pattern Review 
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Projects 


14 Kimono Jacket 
Easy to make and perfect to 
personalise, enjoy making the Kimono 
Jacket your own 


20 Embellished Purse — 
Adorned with stunning Hungarian 
Kalocsa style embroidery, this little 
clutch purse will have admirers 
swooning at the beautiful vibrant 
colours and design 


24 Mitten Garland — 
There is something very special about 
these little mittens - fill them with 
greenery, chocolate, or tiny presents 


28 Christmas Elf Bowl 
Patchwork and little elf dolls combine 
to create a simple server for your 
festive favourites 


32 Five Red Baubles Cushion ~— 
A classic festive cushion made from 
linen and traditional Christmas shades 
of red and green 


36 Little Deer, Christmas Stocking — 
Made with earthy, Essex linen and 
pretty Liberty prints, this stocking will 
become a treasured, family heirloom 
for years to come 


40 Sleep Tight Embroidery 
With a sleepy moon and stars, this 
whimsical embroidery will be a feature 
for any nursery 


44 Chenille Cosmetic Bag ~ 
This stylish chenille cosmetic bag will 
be just the ticket to store your makeup 
essentials 


48 ‘Anything Goes!’ Scrappy Quilt 
As the name suggests, there are 
absolutely no design rules to follow 
to create this beautiful new family 
heirloom 


52 Shoe Wings and Charms 
Stitch up these eye-catching shoe 
charms and add a touch of quirky fun 
to your shoes and trainers 
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Our new collections are arriving!! 


Pop in to your local Lewis & Irene stockist 
to see them for yourself. 
Check out our website to see the full 
collections including Christmas. 


Facebook: Lewisandirene 
Instagram: Lewisandirenefabrics 
Website: www.lewisandirene.com 
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Sewing 


dressmaking / embroidery / appliqué / patchwork 


Whether you are a Sewing World reader, designer, 
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maker or business owner — we would love to hear from you! 


Get In Touch! 


Share your makes, win lovely prizes and keep up-to-date with all the sewing news... 
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Shopping 


Scotty Dog Pin Cushion 
et ON . 


These beautiful wooden boxes were so popular; they sold out 
at The Knitting & Stitching Show in London. Perfect for all kinds 
of tools, pens and pencils, they are gorgeously tactile and a joy 


This cute Scottie dog pin cushion is the perfect companion for 
your sewing station or crafting table. The novelty pin cushion ts 
sure to be a hit with both dog lovers and handy crafters alike 
to use. Made in the UK from sustainably sourced solid beech and the good news is, he doesn't need walking! Measuring 8cm 
and walnut wood, the lid is etched with the word 'tools' and high, 10cm long and 5cm wide, he's made of Verdigris effect resin 
snaps into place with the aid of two tiny magnets. Each box is and has a colourful fabric cushion on his back. You'll just have to 
naturally unique but measurements are 51mm by 210mm at its make sure he doesn't scamper off with your pins! £7, tch.net 
widest points and 40mm deep when closed. The compartment 
measures 37mm by 197mm at its widest points and 26mm 
deep when the lid is closed. What will you keep in yours? £29, 


shopbeyondmeasure.co.uk 
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Part of a lovely range of Japanese craft tools made by Cohana, The Cindy bra pattern will show you how to make a vintage 


these glass marking pins are individually made by hand using the style longline bra. It features soft cups which can be lined or 
unlined and flexible sizing (30A-DD to 38A-DD) and is suitable 


for intermediate and advanced sewers. The digital, print-at-home 


Tombo Dama glass blowing technique, a practice that has been 
around since 710 A.D. Each pin head has a floral motif, known as 
millefiori meaning a thousand flowers and is carefully formed in PDF sewing pattern comes with a 28-page instruction booklet, 
a hot flame by trained artisans. Made in Hiroshima, well-known complete with easy-to-follow, full colour photos. While the 
for its needle production, these high quality pins are sure to be instructions do cover how to apply elastics and underwire casings, 
a bright and beautiful addition to your sewing box. Please visit some knowledge of bra making is helpful. Choose soft pink fabric 
handsonworkshop.com.au for pricing and ordering information. for a romantic undergarment or something brighter for the 
perfect vintage-style swimsuit top or bustier top for a night out. 


£14.11, etsy.com/shop/OhhhLuluSews 
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Available in four different designs, this embroidery kit from Jen Embroider your own Advent Calendar with this set of 24 


Goodwin introduces basic embroidery stitches to create a visually perforated gift boxes. Keep it simple with just each date in a single 
stunning piece of work measuring around 10cm in diameter. colour or challenge yourself to create a unique festive scene for 
Across the set there are only seven different stitch types used, all each box. Measuring 10cm long, 8cm wide and 4cm deep, there 
chosen for their graphic patterns. The bright colours set against is plenty of room for a special gift each day and these boxes are 
the black background give the impression of a vibrant starburst. sure to become part of your family Christmas tradition. You will 
Each kit contains detailed printed instructions, fabric pre-printed receive the Kraft card boxes packed flat ready for stitching. You'll 
with the design, needles, stranded cottons and beads. Perfect for a need to get a wriggle on though to get these finished in time for 


newcomer to embroidery. £25, jengoodwinembroidery.com December Ist! £12, thevillagehaberdashery.co.uk 


The Swing Jacket Pattern 


Add some festive fun to your embroidery this winter with these The simple pared back shape of this jacket makes it perfect to be 


hand decorated, wooden embroidery hoops. These frames feature worn open, pinned or belted. The design could look just as good 
the popular Cath Kidston Red Star design and are the perfect buttoned or fastened with poppers, the choice is yours. The 
finishing touch to display your Christmas themed embroideries. sleeves are intended to be over-long as Is the trend this season. 
And if you've left it a little late this year for seasonal makes, why However, the parallel cut makes for easy adjustment to suit your 
not take a look at the other designs available? You'll find pretty personal taste. Whichever light to medium weight coating fabric 
Liberty prints and there is even the option to request a custom you choose, whether it be wool, cashmere, flannel or Melton, we 
design, made especially for you. The frames are available in a are sure this is a jacket you'll want to make more than once. 
range of sizes, both singly and as sets, so you are sure to find one £22.50, themakersatelier.com 


to sult your project. From £5.20, etsy.com/shop/StitchKits 
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News 


EXHIBITION OF THE MONTH Pa ee 


-' i 


Alice Kettle: Threads — a unique retrospective 
Award-winning textile artist Alice Kettle returns to the 
Winchester Discovery Centre with an exhibition of work 
that commemorates the 10-year anniversary of her 
commission to create the spectacular ‘Looking Forwards 
to the Past’ artwork, for the then, brand-new, building. 


Curated by Hampshire Cultural Trust, the exhibition brings nM ; 
together a wide selection of the artist's work including Golden Dawn OAlice Kettle Jugs ©Alice Kettle 
a number of works from public and private collections, 

specially sourced for this unique retrospective. 

Visitors will also see the first major work for the emerging Thread Bearing 
Witness project, in which she is working in partnership with refugees to create 
monumental textile works which tell their individual stories. 

Exhibition runs from 28 October 2017 — 14 January 2018. Admission is free. Visit 
ow.ly/4ruo30fW 2tt or call 01962 873603 for more details. 


Odyssey ©Alice Kettle 


SEWING AND CRAFT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

National homelessness charity Crisis is calling on keen knitters, craft 
enthusiasts and people with sewing and alteration skills to help boost 
homeless people's self-esteem at their temporary centres this Christmas. 
In its 50th anniversary year, Crisis at Christmas runs from 22-29 December 
2017 with centres set to open across London, Birmingham, Newcastle, 


guests will receive healthcare and specialist advice 
on housing, work and benefits. 

The sewing service team plays a vital role carrying 

out repairs to guests’ clothing and belongings, with 


a variety of roles on offer from experts at making 
and repairing clothes to keen enthusiasts who can 


QOAKSHOTT FABRICS ARE-@OPENING help with basic tasks such as sewing on buttons 

THEIR WAREHOUSE! and taking up hems. There are also roles available 

If you are able to travel to Brockworth near for people to run craft sessions in everything 

Gloucester during the weekend of 9/10th from knitting to T-shirt making, helping guests try 

December, then don't miss out on the fun something new and develop their skills. re Sites ae 


and surprises promised by this popular fabric If you would like to volunteer, registration is now at Christmas Services at 
Winter's Centre, London. 


Coventry and Edinburgh. As well as warmth, companionship and hot meals, 


manufacturer at their open days. For two days open at crisis.org.uk/volunteer. Photography by Sam Mellish 


only, their warehouse will be transformed into a 
Pop Up Shop brimming with tantalising displays 
of their signature ‘shot’ cottons. From tempting 
stacks of their famous Colour Pick bundles, to a 
rainbow of shimmering pre-cut lengths, it will be a 
feast for the senses. It will also be an opportunity 
to get your hands on Oakshott's newest additions, 
catch a sneak preview of up-coming products 
and solve those Christmas gift conundrums, all 


at once. Early birds might even snap up a few 


remnants and seconds! For opening hours, please aie 
es ; ’ Sewing volunteers mending items by Jeff Hubbard for Crisis by Sam Mellish 
visit their website oakshottfabrics.com 
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A volunteer sewing at Winter 
Rough Sleepers. Photography 


HSESIGN DISTRICT 


INTRODUCING A NEW DESIGN DESTINATION 

The arrival of London's first purpose-built district designed for 

the creative industries has been announced! Sitting at the heart 
of Greenwich Peninsula, it will provide a permanent base for 

over 1,800 of London's creatives in a range of architect-designed 
workspaces at affordable rents. As well as creating a diverse 

and inclusive creative economy, the new one-hectare district will 
create a new cultural destination for London. Open workshops 
and studios are set ground a series of courtyards and a central 
public square, in a fully pedestrianised quarter with a transparent 
market hall at its centre. Visitors will also be able to explore "open 
house" workshops, rooftop terraces (and even a basketball court!) 
and there will be an ever changing display of work from the retail 
design studios. 

Available workspaces will range from workshops to artist studios 
and flexible desk space. Rents will average £25 per square foot 
and start from £10 per square foot for workshop space, ensuring 
the district answers the call for more affordable workspaces in the 
capital for the creative industries — across design, art, technology, 
craft, music, food and digital. You can find out more about this 
exciting development at knightdragon.com 


SEVVWAgSP EEK 5) bROME FVE 
The new Claudette dress pattern from Colette gives you lots of style 
possibilities. The sheath dress is an iconic design that can easily 
take you from day to night. Sewn in a brocade, it is ideal for special 
occasions or, sewn in linen, it 
can easily be a sophisticated 
daytime dress. With four 

basic versions plus numerous 
interchangeable design details, 
you have the option to create 

a completely custom dress. All 
versions of Claudette feature a 
fitted, lined bodice and a fitted, 
midi-length skirt but the different 
sleeves, shaping, and details 

in each version can be mixed 
and matched to create a dress 
that perfectly suits your style. 
The pattern is available in two 
different size ranges too. Choose 
the misses size range (0-16) or 
the curvy size range (18-26). Visit 
colettepatterns.com for stockist 
information. 


READERS’ MAKES OF THE MONTH! 


Our Maker of the Month winner for December is Elaine 
Nicholson who wins a collection of Christmas sewing 
goodies. 


“| thought that | would i 
share with you the fabric 4 
photo frame that | made , 
as a wedding present for 
friends of ours. | got this 
pattern from the June 2017 
issue and this is my take on 
it. | have been a subscriber 
to your magazine for quite 
a while now and get so 
much inspiration that | am 
wanting to do more than | 
have time for. | am recently 


retired so | will be looking 
through all my back issues 
because | do know that there are many things | have 
wanted to do over the years.” 


Thank you so much for sharing your make with us. It is 
going to look fantastic filled with all your lovely family 
photos. We hope you enjoy revisiting old issues. We are 
sure you'll find plenty to keep you busy in your retirement! 


-—74 mar You can find the original 
SCW Ing pe project in the June 2017 
foae She if you missed it! 


LO xiii = \ 


Ate eva 


Send us some pictures of YOUR makes and 
you too could be featured in the Makes of the Month 
column and win a lovely prize! 


email: sw@mytimemedia.com or visit our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/sewingworldmagazine 


PRIZES TO BE WON! 
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Fabric Showcase 


Marvellous metallic. Add a touch of shimmer to 
your makes with these fantastic fabrics 
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Luxe Brushstroke Metallic in Flax 
by Moda 
100% Cotton, £3 per fat quarter 


Tapestry in Midnight Metallic Christmas Metallic Midnight Blue 
by Lewis and Irene 


100% Cotton, £3.25 per fat quarter 


by Rifle Paper Co 
Cotton-linen blend canvas, £6 per fat quarter 


Twist Gold Metallic 
by Dashwood 


Geometric Stars Silver 
by Moda 
100% Cotton, £3.20 per fat quarter 


Scales in White and Metallic Gold 
by Moda 
100% Cotton, £3.50 per fat quarter 100% Cotton, £3 per fat quarter 
Norrland Main White Metallic 
by Dashwood 
100% Cotton, £3.20 per fat quarter 


Essex Yarn Dyed Metallic in Ebony Arrows on Coin Grey 
by Michael Miller 


100% Cotton, £4.50 per fat quarter 


by Robert Kauffman 
100% Cotton, £4.25 per fat quarter 


Plush Addict 
plushaddict.co.uk 


The Village Haberdashery Lovely Jubbly Fabrics 


thevillagehaberdashery.co.uk lovelyjubblyfabrics.co.uk 
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Glimmer Solids by Cloud9 Fabrics 
The yarn-dyed broadcloth in this collection is 
85% cotton and 15% metallic thread, making 
it a wonderful choice for adding a little shine 

to your quilting projects. Because it's softer 
than most medium-weight cottons and has 

a little drape, it also works beautifully for 
dressmaking. Choose from warm rose gold or 
soft champagne through to graphite, there is 

a metallic shade to suit all. 


Images are kindly supplied by Cloud9 Fabrics. 
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The Kimono Jacket Is a versatile garment; make in a lightweight sheer silk for a delicate cover 
up, create in jersey for a day-to-day garment or sew In wool for a cosy winter coat. Easy to 
make and perfect to personalise, enjoy making the Kimono Jacket your own! 


MATERIALS 


2m main fabric — suitable fabrics include silk, cotton, crepe, 


viscose, double knit jersey, Ponte Roma, wool 


e Matching thread 


e ==50cm interfacing 


SIZING CHART: 
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Bust 
Soehn (57) 
86cm (34") 
sikelay (sie!) 

o.5em (ei) 
101.5cm (40") 
108cm (42.5") 


Aenn(4S") 


GOOD TO KNOW 


° Pattern has 1.5cm (4") seam allowances and 4cm (17%4") hem 
allowances included. 


e = Mark all notches with tailor's tacks, chalk or carbon paper. 
e Pattern size ranges from 0-6 (approx. UK 6-18), ensure you 
measure yourself accurately to achieve the best fit for your 


shape. 


e Wherever you see the ». symbol! visit bit.ly/2hzQWCe for video 
tips and how-to tutorials relating to this project. 
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TO CUT 


See pattern envelope for pattern pieces 


Main Fabric: 

— Cut 1 pair fronts (1) 
— Cut 1 back on fold (2) 
— Cut 1 pair sleeves (3) 
Cut 2 neck band (4) 
— Cut 2 ties (5) 


Interfacing: 
— Cut 2 neck band (4) 
— Cut 2 ties (5) 


For tips on how to cut out fabric with a 
double and single layer and how to mark 
fabric with carbon paper, watch a YouTube 
tutorial from Aneka at bit.ly/2hzQWCe. 


TO SEW 


1 Start by sewing the shoulder seams of the 
front and back pieces together. 


2 Insert the sleeve flat (before joining the 
side seam). Position the right side of the 
Sleeve against the right side of the garment 
front/back pieces, matching notches. Stitch 
following a 1.5cm (%") seam allowance. 


Press the seam allowance towards the 
body. 


3 Sew the side seam from the sleeve hem 
to the garment hem. Position the right 
sides of the fabric together and follow the 
1.5cm (5/8") seam allowance. Press seam 
allowances open or towards the back of 
the garment. Finish the edges of the fabric 
with an overlocker, zigzag stitch or pinking 
Shears to prevent fraying. 
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4 Apply interfacing to the neck band and 
tie. Sew the neck band together at the 
centre back. Press the seam allowance 
open. Optional: personalise the fabric 
used in the neck band and/or tie. Add 
embroidery, quilting stitches or use a 
contrasting fabric. ~ 


Attach the neck band 


5 Position the right sides of the fabric 
together, match notches and the centre 
back. Remember that the neck band will 
be 2.5cm (’4") shorter at the hem than the 
garment fabric (due to the different hem 
allowances). Stitch following the 1.5cm (%") 
seam allowance. Trim and grade the seam 
allowances If required and press towards 
the neck band. 


6 On the long edge of the neck band that 
is yet to be sewn, press 1.5cm (%") towards 
the wrong side of the fabric. Then fold and 
press the neck band in half, with the right 
side of the fabric facing up. The neck band 
will fold towards the wrong side of the 
garment, with the unfinished pressed edge 
covering the previous seam. 


7 At the hem of the garment fold the neck 
band back onto itself with the right sides 
together, leave the long edge yet to be 
sewn pressed under by 1.5cm (%"). Stitch 
through the neck band following the 1.5cm 
(“e") seam allowance. Trim and grade the 
seam allowances, turn the neck band to 
the right side. Press. Slip stitch the inside 
edge of the neck band to the inside of the 
garment. 


8 Press the hem of the garment and sleeve 


towards the wrong side by 4cm (1’4"). Hand 


stitch in place with a herringbone catch 
stitch. # 


9 To create the tie, firstly sew the two tie 
pieces together at the centre back seam. 
Press the seam allowances open. Next, 
position the two tie pieces right sides 
together, matching centre back seams. 
Stitch around the tie leaving a 10-15cm 
(4"-6") gap in the centre. Trim and grade 
the seam allowances, turn tie to right side. 
Hand stitch the gap closed with a slip stitch 
or ladder stitch. Press in position. ~ 


10 Make optional belt loops for the 


garment. Cut a 7/cm x 5cm (3" x 2") piece 
of fabric. Fold the fabric right sides together 


with the long edges aligned. Stitch along 


the long edge following a 1.5cm (%") seam 
allowance. Trim the seam allowances, turn 


to the right side and press flat (with the 
seam in the centre). 


11 Position the belt loops onto the jacket 
with the seam in the belt loop facing the 
jacket fabric. Fold under 1cm (’4") at both 
ends. Stitch on the sewing machine 3mm 
(%e") on the top and lower edge. 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Black & white animal print double knit 
jersey — Stone Fabrics, stonefabrics.co.uk 
Black crépe — Made to Sew, 
madetosew.com 


DESIGNER 


Aneka Truman owner of Made To Sew runs 
sewing classes and workshops in Somerset, 
Oxfordshire and online. With a background 
in the fashion industry Aneka Is passionate 
about teaching professional dressmaking 
techniques and designing modern, 
sophisticated patterns. Check out the Made 
To Sew YouTube channel for an array of 
free ‘how-to’ tutorials as well as videos that 
specifically relate to Sewing World projects. 
madetosew.com 
youtube.com/user/madetosew 
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Avoid the long queues and treat your loved one with a gift subscription. to 
their favourite magazine. You get to save money, and they get their 
magazine delivered direct to their door! You could even treat yourself... 
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Innov-is 1800Q — 


Sewing and Quilting machine 


* Large 8.3” (210 mm) work space to the right of the needle 

e 234 built-in stitches, 10 styles of one step button holes 

* 5 Styles of letting upper and lowercase 

* ICAPS - Continuous Automatic Pressure System _ 

e My Custom Stitch — design your own stitches a , 

* SFDS — Square Feed Drive System | = 
¢ Automatic thread cutter oy ae a 
* Combine and memorise stitches 7 
e Pivot function Leen 
s 


Includes large wide table SS 


sewing and embroidery machine 


Enjoy the magic of Disney with the New 
M280D sewing and embroidery machine. 


© 700mm x 100mm embroidery area 

® 125 embroidery dasigns Inc. 45 Disney designs 
* NEW! Design combination 

* NEW! Embroidery pattern drag & drop 

e NEW! 3.2” Colour LCD touch screen 

® 187 built-in stitches 

e Automatic thread cutter 

® 10 embroidery & 4 sewing fonts 5 


Innov-is F420 


sewing Machine 


* 140 built-in stitches, including 10 buttonhole styles 

e 5 Styles of lettering (uppercase) 

* Advanced needle threader igi 
* Automatic thread cutter 
* Lock stitch button 

e SFDS: Square Feed Drive System Na 
® Knee lift ! 

* Memory function - ‘as 
e Needie up/down setting rete 
e Hard case 


Innov-is 27SE 


Sewing Machine 


e Easy to use Electronic Jog dial = 

« 50 built-in stitches, 5 styles of 1-step automatic neue 
buttonhole si 

*e Automatic needle threading system 

* Drop feed - for free motion sewing 

® Quick set bobbin 

* Start/Stop button and speed control 

* Hard Case 


Offers vena eit 1st Oct to 31 st Dec 20 17 7 
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David Drummond Edingurgh EH12 SAU 

Kareha House Lid Aberieldy PH1S 4Ls 
Pembertons Sewing Machines Stirling FKS 1HA 
The Sewing Machine Shop Fochabers We 7DU 


Nerth East 

The Fat Quarters Newcastle upon Tyne NET? 71N 
sewing Machine Sales Whitley Bay NE26 2s 
Tulys Sewing Machines Suncertand SH) adit 

UK Sewing Machines Darlington DL Fy 


North West 

Bamber Sewing Machines Lid Eecles M30 THY 
Cumbria Sewing & Craft Centre Barrow LAT41DS 
Etty lilly Bolton Le Sands LAS 8bb 

Fabnecs at Fleetwood Fleetwood FY? 6DU 
Hobkirks Sewing Machines Ltd Blackburn BB2 2A. 
Jaycotts Sewing Machines Chester CH1 4LT 
Lord's Sew Knit Centre Accrington BBS SDE 
M&S Sewing Machines Heywood OL10 4NN 
Superior Sewing Cantina Carlisle CAS BPW 
Temptatons Bantham LAS 7HO 


Yorkshire & The Humber 

AG Woodseats Sewing Machines Lid Sheffield Sa GAY 
Fabric Mouse Aichmond OL1O 7SH 

Gillies Fabrics York YO 8S\W 

Grmaby Sewing & Knitting Grimsby DN32 SDA 
Sewing Machines and Crafts Keighley BDZ) 1AD 


Midlands 

Brewers Sewing Machines Wolverhampton WWVe APF 
Coulng Sewing Machines Lincoln LS SAV 

Crafty Sew & So Lenester LE1 SUF 

Creative Hands 2 Worcester WAT 2LU 

DC Nutt Sewing Machines Walsall WSS 355 

GS UK Ltd Nottingham NG? SDE 

Grain Sewing Machines Ltd Nottingham NG6 BUY 
L&M Nutt Sutton Coldtield BFS SBS 

The Loma Knight Sewing Academy Leek ST1S THX 
Sewing Machine Centre Shrewsbury SY¥1 1X 
Specialist Crafts Limited Leicester LE4 SHG 


East Anglia 
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Beccles Sewing Machines Beccles NA34 9TB 
Franklins Group Limited Chelmston CM2 OLG 
Franklins Group Limited Colchester CO2 7DU 
Franklins Group Limited Ipswich |P'7 SEL 
Sewing Machine World Kings Lynn PESO SDD 
Stitch X Stitch Stowmarket IP14 THH 


Wales 

Clitfonds Sawing Machines Swansea SA1 SY 
J&B Sewing Machine Co Lid Cardiff CFl1 BAA 
J&B Sewing Machine Go Lid Newport NP19 457 
Sewing Innovations Tachsott UR Lid LL1S8 STO 
Sewing Machine Direct Wrexham LL12 OP J 


South East 

Brighton Sewing Centre Grighton BMT 17D 
British Sewing Gentre Boreham Wood WD6 1FJ 
C&A Supp Co Lid Cranlengh GUB BNE 

CCB Sewing Machines Rochester ME1 1HS 
Dowlings Wickford S577 ay. 

Eastleigh Sewing Centre Eastleigh SO50 SLD 
Emporna Fabric & Graft Ashford TN24 BRY 

GTS Sewing Machines Banbury O16 SPO 
Lewisham & Deptiord S/Mes Lid London SES SNT 
Maidstone Sewing Cantre Maidstone ME14 1ED 
Regent Home of Sewing Ilford 17 2A 

Rona Sewing Machines Waltham Gross ENG FAP 
sew Devine Reading AGb WG 

The Sewing Centre London SVV1t7 2BR 

The Sewing Shop Canterbury CT1 2HX 

Sueco UK Portsmouth POS SB2 

Stitched By You Alton GU34 1BN 

Tysew Southall UB1 SAF 

Wimbledon Sewing Machines Co, Ltd SW17 7AA 
Woking Sewing & K/M Centre Woking KT15 SNY¥ 
The World of Sewing Orpington BAB 750 

The World of Sewing Tunbridge Wells TNT 20P 


South West 

And Sew to Knit Taunton TAI 1Nz2 

Caffle Crafts Weston Super Mare BS24 65€ 

D & 5 Sewing Machines Newton Abbot TO12 28S 
Exeter Sewing Machine Company Exeter EX1 2L0D 
Franklins Group Limited Salisbury SP2 7SU 
Seworat Swindon SNW1 150 

The Sewing Studio Redruth THIS 206 

White Orchid Corfe Mullen BHE1 SUK 


Northern freland 
Sew AW Knit Ballast BT 14 148 
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Adorned with stunning Hungarian Kalocsa style embroidery, this little clutch purse will have 
admirers swooning at the beautiful vibrant colours and design. Worked onto wool! felt with free 
motion machine embroidery, you can practice this wonderfully adaptable skill whilst building 
up the design. Finished with a fun pompom trim, this is a purse that needs to be shown off! 


MATERIALS GOOD TO KNOW 

e 2sheets of 2mm 100% wool felt in black e Construction seams are 4" unless specified. 

e Selection of machine threads for embroidery, rayon is a good e Be sure to backstitch to secure your stitching. 
choice 


e Finished size 11" x 7". 
e = 25cm lining fabric — Tilda Harvest, Bird Tree in Ginger 
e Read through the instructions in full before starting. 
e 25cm Decovil (Vlieseline) 
e 25cm Soluvlies Solufleece, soluble interfacing (Vlieseline) 
* 23C 71p 
e¢ 1m of 20mm width bias binding 
e 1m pom pom bead trim 
e Topstitch machine needle — size 90 


e  Basting spray 


e Fabric clips 
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TO SEW 


See pattern sheet for template and pattern 
pleces 


1 Cut a piece of Soluvlies Solufleece around 
AA size. Trace the embroidery pattern onto 
the soluble fleece. As you are working with 
a dark fabric you will find it easier to use a 
coloured marker that will show up against 
the dark background when placed on the 
fabric. You may also find a light box will 
help with tracing but as the Soluvlies is 


fairly thin it should be easy to see through. 


2 Use a very small amount of basting spray 
on the back of the Soluvlies and place onto 
the uncut sheet of wool felt. The spray will 
help to hold it in place while you are doing 
the embroidery. 


3 Prepare your sewing machine for the free 
motion embroidery. You will need to drop 
the feed dogs so that you are guiding the 
fabric under the needle rather than the 
machine feeding it though. This will allow 
you to move the fabric in any direction and 
‘draw' with your needle. If you are not able 
to drop your feed dogs, then you may find 
that your machine comes with a darning 
plate that will cover them, so that you can 
embroider freely. Refer to your instruction 
manual if you are unsure. 


4 You will need to change the presser foot 

on your machine. Many come with an open 
foot, sometimes called a darning foot, that is 
the best for this purpose. Check your manual 
as some machines simply tell you to remove 
the foot all together — but don't forget you will 
still need to put the presser foot 'down' when 
sewing (even though there may be no foot 
attached) to engage the tension! 
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5 Insert a size 90 topstitch needle, the 
larger eye on this bigger needle will save 
wear on the thread. As you are densely 
stitching areas you will want to reduce the 
likelihood of any thread breakage. Change 
your needle regularly too — a dull needle 
can cause all sorts of problems. Thread 
the machine up in your first colour. | like 
to start with the green as it is the most 
dominant and helps to set the outline 

for the rest of the embroidery. Bring the 
bottom thread up to the top so that it 
doesn't snag and hold onto the tails for a 
few stitches if you can. 


following your marked lines on the 
Soluvlies. Experiment with traditional 
‘straight’ forward and back stitches for the 
stems, you'll want to go over them several 
times so they are thick and stand out on 
your black background and then use swirly 
circular movements for infilling the leaves. 
Remember that it is just like drawing, the 
needle is the pencil and the fabric is the 
paper, only this time you will be moving the 
paper around to draw. 


7 If you have a needle down function on 
your sewing machine it can be very helpful 
during the embroidery. If you need to 
pause to reposition the fabric so it is more 
comfortable for you, it will ensure your 
needle remains in the spot where you left 
off. Take regular breaks and relax whilst 
stitching, try not to let your shoulders get 
too tense! When ready, move onto the next 
colour, | like to add the red next, stitching 


the peppers is fun! 


8 Work your way through the different 
shades of pink for the flowers. When stitching 
large areas of infill, it is best to first sew the 
outline of the shape a few times to create a 
nice strong line to stitch inside. Obviously you 
would leave the work in the machine after 
doing the outlining and then proceed straight 
to the infill, we have just removed ours so you 
can see clearly in the photograph. 
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9 When embroidering, play with the speed 


at which you move the work around and 

the speed at which the needle moves. You 
Should find a nice rhythm after a while. These 
speeds will affect the stitch length, if you 
move the needle slowly and the work quickly 
you will have long stitches, or if you have the 
needle running guickly and move the work 
Slowly you will have very tiny stitches. 


10 Whilst you want to ensure you have 
infilled all the areas, be careful not to build 
up too much stitching, the denser the 
stitching, the more likely your thread is to 
break if you continue to stitch over thick 
areas. Once all the embroidery is done simply 
hold the work under a cold running tap to 
dissolve away the Soluvlies. Do not rub or 
agitate the felt fabric. Leave to dry flat. 


ts 
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11 Using the purse template (1), cut the 


embroidery out to the purse pattern, 
ensuring it is in the centre. Cut another 
outer piece from the remaining plain piece 
of felt and two pieces from both your lining 
fabric and the Decovil interfacing. 


12 Trim ‘Z" away from the top straight edge 
of the two pieces of Decovil, this will prevent 
too much bulk in your seam allowance 
along the zip. Following the manufacturers' 
instructions, fuse the Decovil to the wrong 
side of the felt pieces. 


13 Cut two rectangles from your lining fabric 
measuring 1" by 5" for the zip tabs. Press the 
short edges to the wrong side by 74". Wrap 
these around the end of the zip tape, with 
wrong sides facing together and butting 
the folded edges up to the end of the zip 
teeth. Topstitch close to the folded edge. 


14 You may wish to use a zip foot on your 
machine for the next two steps. Place the 
Zio with the head facing down onto the 
decorated front piece. The zip tape will 
extend beyond the fabric on both sides, 
make sure the zip Is in the middle. Machine 
baste into place stitching %" from the top 
edge. Place one of the lining pieces with the 
right side facing onto the right side of your 
decorated piece, sandwiching the zip in 
between. Sew along the top edge with the 


Zip using a 4" seam allowance. You may 
need to stop part way along, leave your 
needle in, lift the presser foot and move the 
zip head out of the way and then continue. 
When sewn, fold the lining back around 

so that the lining and the outer are facing 
wrong sides together, press carefully along 


the seam and topstitch ’4" from the edge of 


the seam to hold the layers together. 


15 Now repeat step 14 with the remaining 
lining piece and outer backing piece. When 
sandwiching the zip between the outer 
and lining it will feel slightly different to 
the first time as you already have one side 
attached. Pretend it isn't there and just 
ensure you have the outer piece facing up, 
the zip facing down onto it aligned along 
the top edge with the free edge of the zip 
tape, and finally the lining with the right 
side facing down on top of the Zip. 
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16 Fold the pouch in half, with the lining 
pieces sandwiched on the inside, hold 
together around the raw edge with fabric clips 
and then machine baste close to the edge to 
secure. Trim away any excess zip tab fabric 
and lining/Decovil so that the edges are neat. 


17 Open out one of the folds on the bias 
binding and align the raw edge with the 
raw edge of the purse. Fold the starting 
edge of the binding over to the wrong 

side by ’2" and position in line with the top 
edge of the purse. Sew around the purse, 
using the pressed fold in the binding as a 
guide. | find it best to sew just to the right 
of the fold to allow enough ease to fold 
the binding around the thick fabric in the 
next step. Continue sewing until you are a 
few inches from the end, trim the binding 
allowing an extra ’4". Fold the excess to the 
wrong side of the binding as you did at the 
start and finish sewing. 


18 Fold the binding around to the back of the 
purse and hand stitch in place, taking care to 
cover the stitching line from the last step. 


19 Finish the purse by hand sewing the 
pompom bead trim along the bound edge 
of the purse, and add a length of ribbon or 
tassels to the zip pull. 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Wool felt — Wool Felt Company, 
woolfeltcompany.co.uk 
Tilda fabric — 
groves@stockistenquiries.co.uk 
Interfacing — Vlieseline — 
crafts@stockistenquiries.co.uk 
Zip — WeaverDee — weaverdee.com 
Pompom bead trim — 
groves@stockistenquiries.co.uk 


DESIGNER 


Emily Levey has a passion for sewing 
and loves to share her knowledge and 
Skills, teaching forgotten techniques. She 
started sewing over 20 years ago and has 
not put her needle down since. Today 
she can always be found in her studio, 
surrounded by fabric, rustling up a new 
dress or working on her latest quilt or 
pattern. She has had work published in 
books, magazines and regularly presents 
tutorials on Craft Daily TV. 
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There is something very special about these little mittens. What appeals is that they can 
be displayed as soon as the weather begins to feel wintery and then as the season 
progresses you can add little decorations to welcome in Christmas. Fill them with 
greenery, chocolate, or tiny presents. They will always delight. 


MATERIALS 


e Felted cream woollen blanket 


e Red stranded embroidery thread 


e Ribbons, buttons, and jingle bells 


e Baker's twine 


e Mini clothes pegs 
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GOOD TO KNOW 


e =f your blanket already has an edge finished with blanket 
stitch, try and use it by placing the edge of your template 
along the edge of the blanket. 


e = Why not make just one large mitten? Fill it with something 
special and give it as a Christmas present — simply add a little 
loop of ribbon so that it can be hung on a tree or doorknob as 
a decoration. 


e Alternate the two different mitten shapes to add interest to 
your garland. 
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TO CUT 


See pattern sheet for pattern pieces 


Felted blanket: 
— Cut 1 pair of mittens for as many mittens 
you wish to make (1 & 2) 


TO SEW 


1 Stitch two matching mitten pieces 
together using embroidery thread and 
blanket stitch, leaving the mitten open at 
the top. 


a 
ee 


2 Decorate your mittens by sewing on 
ribbons, buttons, and bells—add as much 
or as little decoration as you like. 
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3 Attach the mittens to a length of baker's 
twine using mini clothes pegs. 


DESIGNER 


Christiane Bellstedt Myers was brought 
up in rural Canada where homespun items 
were a way of life, and where she realised 

that the joy and satisfaction that comes 

with these creations was something that 
she wanted to share. She moved to the UK 
over two decades ago and six years ago 
started The Cozy Club, which invites people 
into her home to spend the day creating a 
seasonal item to take home. 


ick den for boat 
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This project has been adapted from Scandi 
Christmas by Christiane Bellstedt Myers, 
published by CICO Books (£12.99) 
Photography by Caroline Arber © ClCO Books 


INSPIRING DESIGN 


INSPIRES DESIGN. 


owesTeel 
@: | coll 


Inspiration comes as Standard 


The new BERNINA and Cotton+Steel B 350 Special Edition machines are not just 
beautiful on the outside, but all BERNINA on the inside! Standard accessories 
include the Free Hand System (FHS), the quilting foot, full shank presser feet and 
two amazing Cotton+Steel faceplate designs named Hello Lovely! and | ¥ Sewing! 
The B 350 SE is great for quilters and sewists alike. And when your interests and 
skills grow, the B 350 SE easily upgrades with lots of optional accessories. 


To find out more about the new BERNINA 799, call O20 7549: 7245, visit www.bernina:cocuk or 
email info@bernina.co.uk 


*conditions apply. ? Year warranty valid on machines purchased between 1/8/7013 and 31/12/2017 
from an authorised BERNINA UK stockist. See www. bernina.co.uk for full detaiis. 


+. 6.6.0.6 ¢ 6 6.6 6.0 6 6 6.6.0 6 ¢ 6 6.0. 6.6 6 6.0 6.6 6 6 6 Soo oo made to cereale BERNINA 
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Treat yourself this Christmas with this cute, fabric bowl. Patchwork and 
little elf dolls inspired by my grandmother's pin cushion combine, to 
create a simple server for your festive favourites. 


MATERIALS GOOD TO KNOW 


e Selection of 6-7 fat quarters of festive fabrics — we used Scandi e Use Icm seam allowance for all seams. 
Christmas from Makower UK 
e = Using fabrics with no pattern direction makes things easier, 
e 25cm fusible lightweight wadding if your fabric does have direction, pay close attention when 
joining. 
e 10cm x 20cm felt 
e The little elves can be made separately to use as tree 
e 10cm x 20cm calico/ plain neutral fabric decorations or gifts. 


e Dark brown embroidery thread e Experiment with different size and depth bowls. 
e 2 jingle bells 


e Toy stuffing 
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see pattern sheet for pattern pieces 


Main fabrics: 

— Cut 16, 7.75cm x 12cm for outer sides 
(use 4 different fabrics) 

— Cut 16, 7.75cm x 8cm for inner sides (use 
4 different fabrics) 

— Cut 4, 25cm x 6cm for cuff 

— Cut 2, 25cm x 25cm for base 

— Cut 2, 25cm x 12.5cm for elf body 


Fusible wadding: 
— Cut 4, 25cm x licm 
— Cut 1, 25cm x 25cm 


Calico: 
— Cut 2, elf head (1) 


Felt: 
— Cut 2, elf hat (2) 


TO SEW 


Fabric Bowl 

1 To create outer bowl sides — join 
7.7/5cm x 12cm rectangles on their 
longest sides to create four patchwork 
panels. Repeat with 7.75cm x 8cm 
rectangles for inner side. 


- 


- 
— —> = 
_ 
. 


2 Press all seams the same way. 


3 Join the four 25cm x 6cm fabrics for cuff 
to long edge of the patchwork inner side 
panels. 


4 Stitch the lower edge of inner side panels 


to the sides of one of your large square 
base panels, begin and end your stitching 
lcm from the edge. Fold back each side 
before you stitch the next. 
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5 Bring ends of side panels together and stitch 
from bottom to top. Turn top edge of the bowl 
sides down by 1cm and iron. Leave the inner 
bowl with right side facing inward. 


6 Lay fusible wadding on to wrong side of 
outer side panels and base — make sure the 
wadding is aligned with the lower edge of 
the side panels and so you have about lcm 
of fabric left at the top. Turn each piece over 
and iron to fuse the two layers together. 


7 Join the outer sides to the outer base as 
in steps 4 and 5. 


8 Trim any bulk at the corners of your outer 
bowl, being careful to avoid your stitching. 


Turn through so the right side Is facing 


outward. 


9 Place inner bowl inside outer bowl, match 
corner seams and pin along the top edges. 


10 In a matching thread, sew all the way 
around the top and lower edge of the cuff 
panel (at the lower edge stitch ‘in the ditch’ 
along the seam), then turn cuff down and 
give the whole bowl a thorough press to set 
the shape. 


Elves 
11 Elf body — fold short ends of fabric in 
by Icm, then with right sides together, fold 


inward so that folded edges meet in the 


centre. 


12 Use elf body template to draw your 
stitching line onto folded fabric. Stitch and 
trim seam allowances to about 5mm. Turn 
through body, stuff but leave open for now. 


13 Elf head — sew 1cm In from edge of 


circles with a small running stitch. Pull 
thread to gather and stuff the head firmly 
before securing thread. 

US, 


14 Elf hats — fold your hat pieces in half, 
sew along the straight edge lcm from edge 
and turn through. Attach a bell to the top 
of each hat. 


15 Place the hats on the elf heads so they 


cover the gathers and secure with a few 
stitches. Fold down the tip of the hat to the 
side and secure with a couple of stitches. 
Add little eyes and mouth with embroidery 


thread securing all your stitches under the 
back of the hat. 


16 Position heads on to the bodies using a 
pin, lining up the back of the hat and top 
seam of the body. Stitch on the head using 


a circle of strong stitches and then close 


17 Stitch your little elves to two corners 
of the bowl, holding them in place with 
stitches through their hands and feet 


=| ” 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Fabrics, fusible wadding — 
Plush Addict, plushaddict.co.uk 
Green felt, thread, toy stuffing — 
Cloudcraft, cloudcraft.co.uk 
Jingle bells — Sew Crafty Online, 
sewcraftyonline.co.uk 


DESIGNER 


Clare Blackmore-Davies started sewing 
at age 7, building up a wealth of technical 
experience through both study and plain 
old-fashioned practice. She is passionate 
about dressmaking and creating practical 

and beautiful things. Her sewing school, 

missmaker.co.uk provides sewing and 
craft classes for all abilities and she enjoys 
nothing more than helping others fall in 
love with all things sewing. 
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This classic cushion will bring traditional Christmas colours of red and green into 
your festive home. Using machine stitched appliqué and hand embroidered details, 
it will add a little Scandinavian style to your seasonal sewing. 


MATERIALS 


40cm base fabric — we used Natural Osnaburgh 


40cm lining fabric — we used natural unbleached calico 


15cm of red fabric — we used Bumbleberries 119 by Lewis & 
lrene 


15cm of green fabric — we used Bumbleberries 120 by Lewis & 
Irene 


10cm fusible web 


Spray Starch 


Air erasable pen 


Coton a Broder thread in cream and red 


Red and green sewing/machine embroidery thread 


24" x 12" cushion pad 
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GOOD TO KNOW 
e Approx. finished size is 24" x 12". 


e = Starching and lining gives your fabrics a little more structure 
and helps alleviate puckering when embroidering. 


e The hand stitching on this cushion gives it a rustic, folky feel. 
You can of course replace the hand sewing with machine 
stitching If you prefer. 


° Cream baubles ona red base fabric would create an 
attractive, alternative colourway. 


Follow a step-by-step video tutorial with the Justhands-on.tv designer 


and presenter Anne Baxter, with further in-depth advice and tips on 
making this project. This video is available to Sewing World readers 
for FREE! Visit bit.ly/5RedBaublesCushionbyAnneBaxter. You will 
first need to register with the site (for FREE!) in order to view. 
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TO CUT 3 Using red embroidery thread, work a 
See pattern sheet for templates backstitch along the two short sides, a 
generous %" in from the folded edge. 


Base fabric: ESTA 
1,25" x 13" Desi emiin 
2,16" x 13" ee haa | 
Lining fabric: 
2a 13" 
2,46 315" 7 Trace five hanger shapes from pattern 
a ! sheet (2) onto fusible web and press onto 
Red fabric: 2 é ia reverse of green fabric. Cut hanger shapes 
5.27 eo at Z et out. 
|r at Uns 
TO SEW 4 Starch the red bauble fabric really well 
so that the fabric is practically crispy. Find 
1 Starch the cushion front and lining on the middle of the squares and stick a pin 
the wrong side. Place with wrong sides through, then align with the centre of the 
together, lining up edges. Press carefully snowflake design. Place the snowflake 
and secure fabrics together with pins. design (1) underneath fabric, with the right 


side of the fabric uppermost. Tape to a 


A =" 
" aT eal 
_ A 
jj 1 »* 
i 


window and trace snowflake with ‘iron 
away' pen. Repeat with remaining red 


squares. 


positioning them carefully. DO NOT iron at 
this stage — just pin. The first bauble should 
be 2%" from the left hand edge and 5%" 
from the top edge. The fifth bauble should 
be 2%" from the bottom edge, and 24" 
from the right hand edge. 


2 Place one cushion back and 
corresponding lining fabric with right 


sides together. Sew along one short side. 9 Referring to photograph, draw a wiggly 
Repeat for other back section. Press seams 5 Using embroidery thread, follow the line to represent the cord using the ‘iron 
towards the lining and then open out so template and embroider the snowflake away’ pen. 

that fabrics are wrong sides together. Make — design using crosses, straight stitches and 
sure that a little bit of the base fabric folds backstitch. 

over to the back so that the seam doesn't 
lie immediately on the edge, but a little 


towards the back, to give a neat finish. 


10 When you are happy with the line, 
position hangers and then press very 
carefully using just the tip of the iron 
(otherwise you'll iron away the wiggly line’). 
Remove baubles and stitch around edge 
of hangers using a small zigzag stitch 
(Bernina stitch: length 1, width just under 
2 — check your stitch first). 


6 Cut five squares of fusible web a cat's 


whisker smaller than the red squares (i.e. 
3¥s" x 3%") and trace circle outline onto 
them. Making sure that the snowflake is 
central within the circle, press fusible web 


onto reverse of each red fabric square. 
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11 Hand stitch the wiggly line with red 
embroidery thread. We used a chain stitch 
for added depth, but you could use a 
running or backstitch if preferred. Ensure 
that your stitched line goes over one side of 
the hanger and under the next, to give the 


illusion of the baubles hanging! 
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12 Press baubles into position making sure 
that the snowflakes are not all standing 

to attention like soldiers — let them sit at 
jaunty angles. Zigzag stitch around edge of 
baubles. 


13 Place the cushion backs right sides 
together with the front and machine stitch 
around all four sides. Trim edges and 
corners and turn through to right side. 
Press edges very carefully. Finally, work a 
running stitch in red embroidery thread 
around the outside approx. %" from edge. 


DESIGNER 


Anne Baxter lives in rural Devon, in a 
thatched cottage which she shares with 
her husband and two dogs. Her patchwork 
decorates the house throughout and you 
can't help but be inspired surrounded by 
her work and all those old beams. 


ae justhands-on.tv 


This project has been adapted from a video 


Idea! 


Why not reverse the colours and make workshop on justhands-on.tv. 


a smaller square cushion using just one oe Justhands-on.tv offers inspiration, 
bauble, workshops and demonstrations in quilting, 
STOCKIST DETAILS knitting and textile art, from a host of 
talented UK tutors. In the Five Red Baubles 
All fabrics used in this project are available video tutorial, project designer Anne, talks 
from Creative Quilting — creativequilting.co.uk you through how to make this delightful 
cushion step-by-step. This video Is available 
Buy the kit! to Sewing World readers for FREE! Visit 
Buy fabrics, fusible web and threads, to bit.ly/5RedBaublesCushionbyAnneBaxter. 
make a Five Red Baubles Cushion for You will first need to register with the site 
£14.95 (+ P&P). Available from Creative (for FREE!) in order to view. 


Quilting — creativequilting.co.uk 
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This Christmas Stocking has a patchwork pocket which makes the perfect and cosy 
bed for a cute, little festive deer. Made with earthy, Essex linen and pretty Liberty prints, 
it will become a treasured, family heirloom for years to come. 


MATERIALS 
STOCKING 


e = 50cm main fabric — Essex linen in natural by Robert Kaufman 


e =§=50cm lining fabric — red ticking stripe 


e 16, 5cm x 5cm squares of assorted Liberty Tana lawn fabrics 


e 1 large button 


e =§=25cm length of ribbon for hanging loop (optional) 


DEER 


e 50cm x 38cm — Tilda Tan doll fabric 


° Embroidery thread DMC in dark brown and ivory (optional) 


° 2 small buttons 


e =50cm length or ribbon for bow or DK knitting wool for a 
knitted scart 


e —Habico toy stuffing 


e Vanishing ink pen 


e Twin needle (optional) 
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GOOD TO KNOW 


Use 74" seam allowances throughout. 


Finished stocking size is approx. 47cm x 28cm. 


Finished deer height is approx. 24cm. 


If using alternative fabrics to create the deer, use tightly woven 
cotton or linen as small pieces will fray easily. 


Use a small stitch length on your sewing machine and stitch 
slowly around curves on deer head and ears, to create a 
smooth curved shape. 


Deer pattern can be enlarged If you would like to practice 
construction techniques on a larger scale. This can then be 
popped inside the main body of the stocking as a mummy or 
daddy deer! 


Staystitch at seam openings on arm and body pieces to 
secure and enable easier turning. 


Transfer pattern pieces to card. 


If the deer is going to be handled by young children attach deer 
arms without buttons, using small and secure hand stitches. 
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TO CUT 


See pattern sheet for pattern pieces 


STOCKING 

Essex linen: 

— Cut 1 pair stocking front/back (1) 
— Cut 1 pocket (2) 


Lining fabric: 
— Cut 1 pair stocking front/back (1) 


Patchwork fabric: 

— Cut 16, 5cm x bcm squares from Liberty 
Tana Lawn or pretty prints of your choice; 
vintage embroideries, children's old 
clothes (3) 


DEER 

Tilda Tan doll fabric: 

Cut 1 pair body (4) 

— Cut 1 head gusset (5) 

— Cut 2 arms (6) 

Cut 2 ears — for outer ears (7) 


Essex linen: 
— Cut 2 ears — for inner ears (you could also 
use a Liberty print to match pocket) (7) 


TO SEW 


Patchwork pocket 

1 Arrange fabric squares in four rows of 
four. Ensure the colours are balanced and 
prints are evenly distributed. If you have 
used any directional prints, ensure they are 
the correct way around. 


2 Working across one row at a time, stitch 
the first and second square together, with 
right sides together using a 4" seam. Add 
the third square, right sides together and 
then the fourth square, pressing seams 


open as you go. Repeat for all rows. 


3 Pin rows together matching the seams, 
and stitch all four rows together to form 
patchwork square. Press seams open. 
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4 Place pocket lining on top of patchwork 
panel and stitch around the outside edge, 
leaving a space between the marked dots 
for turning. Stay stitch at the opening. 


5 Trim the outside edge of the pocket with 
pinking shears and turn to the right side 
through the gap. Carefully ease out the curves 
and corners of the pocket and press. Stitch the 
opening closed with small hand stitches. 


Stocking 

6 Referring to template, place patchwork 
pocket in position on stocking front. Pin and 
baste around the outer edge of the pocket. 


7 Stitch sides and lower edge of pocket in 
either a matching or contrasting thread. Use 

a twin-needle if you have one for added detail. 
Stay stitch at the top of the pocket sides to 

add extra strength to the opening, leave a 
long tail of thread to neatly pass to the back of 
your work and tie off at the end. Alternatively, 
attach the pocket with a decorative blanket 


stitch using embroidery thread. 


8 Take front and back stocking pieces and 
place them right sides together. Pin and 
stitch around the outer edge of stocking, 
remembering to leave the top open! Turn 
to right side. Repeat process for stocking 
lining, leaving wrong side out. 


9 Place the 
stocking outer 
into stocking 
lining. Wriggle 


oe 
the stocking foot i 


down inside, 
so that the two 


wn 


shapes lay flat. 
Match the seams 
at the top opening 
and pin. Pay 
special attention 


to the gap that 
you will be leaving 
open to allow for turning, this should 
appear at the back. 


10 Stitch around top opening of the 
stocking, stay stitching at turning gap. It is 
helpful to remove the table on your sewing 
machine at this point. 


11 Turn to right side through gap, pulling 


lining out completely initially, and then 
pushing back inside the main stocking. 
Press. If you have a sleeve board | find it 
much easier to use for this. Stitch turning 
gap closed, with tiny hand stitches or with a 


very narrow machine stitched seam. 


12 Turn the cuff of stocking over by 4cm to 
reveal the striped lining. Attach a length of 
ribbon, forming a hanging loop and secure 


it position with a button. 


Deer 

13 With right sides together, stitch an inner 
and outer ear piece together, using a 4" 
seam allowance. Trim with pinking shears 
and turn to the right side. Gently ease out the 
point with a turning tool or knitting needle. 


14 Fold ear in half and baste in place 
between ear markings on deer body. 


Check inner ear is facing towards the nose. 
18 Rotate deer 
body so that nose 


Repeat for other side. 


and tummy are 
facing the front. 
Re-align the legs 
so that they are 
now on top of each 
other and pin in 
place. 


19 Stitch all the way around inner leg from 
15 With ears 
attached, place 


left to right foot, (vou may find it easier to 
stitch this as two separate actions) starting 
body sections right from the middle/top of the inner leg and 
sides together. stitching around to the left foot and then 
back to the middle and stitch down to the 


right foot. Ensure the seam is secure and 


Stitch from nose to 
base of body (do 


not stitch legs). lying flat at the top of the inner leg. 


16 Open out deer body and place and pin 
one side of head gusset, matching nose to 
nose at point A. Baste and repeat for other 
side of head gusset. Stitch using a small 
machine stitch, slowly following the curve 
of the gusset. Briefly turn right side out 


and check that your ears look aligned and 
symmetrical and that no seams have been 
caught or puckered. 20 Turn deer to right side through turning 

gap. Gently ease out seams and legs using 


a turning tool. 


21 Fold deer arms in half and stitch around 
the outer edge, leaving a gap for turning. 
Stay stitch gap. Turn to right side and 
repeat for second arm. 


22 Stuff deer body and arms with toy stuffing 
and close gaps using tiny ladder stitch. 


17 Pin and stitch from top of head to base 
of body making sure that you leave the gap 
for turning as marked. Stay stitch at the gap 
opening to give a secure space for turning 
inside out later. Do not stitch legs. Gently 
press body seams apart using your fingers. 


23 Secure arms to body using buttons; first 
stitch buttons to arms and then use your 
needle as a guide to attach arms to body. 
Ensure these are very secure. If the deer 

is going to be handled by young children, 
alternatively attach arms without buttons, 
using small and secure hand stitches. 


24 Embroider eyes and nose (I like to pass 
my embroidery thread through the very 
centre of the ear and then guide my needle 
down to the eye position for a discreet 
place to hide knot). Embroider white 
markings on top of deer head if desired. To 
finish decorate deer with either a length of 
ribbon tied around its neck or knit a simple 
scarf from DK wool and no.8 needles. 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Fabrics — Billow Fabrics, billowfabrics.co.uk 
Liberty fabric — Liberty London, 
libertylondon.com 
Red ticking stripe — Tinsmiths, 
tinsmiths.co.uk 


DESIGNER 


Katy Livings studied Textile Design at 
Nottingham Trent University before 
beginning a career in design. She has worked 
for interior and fashion companies beth in 
the UK and Paris and now runs her business 
— Stitch and Sprig, making heirloom dolls in 
her garden studio. Her work was recently 
featured in the book Brand Brilliance and she 
enjoys running coll-making workshops. Katy 
lives In Melton Mowbray with her husband 
and two children. 


stitchandsprig.com 


folksy.com/shops/stitchandsprig 
instagram.com/katylivings 
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Relax and wind down for bedtime with this gorgeous ‘Sleep Tight' embroidery. With a sleepy 
moon and stars, It makes the perfect whimsical feature for any nursery. 


MATERIALS 

e 40cm x 30cm piece of linen 
e 15cm square pink felt 

e 20cm square yellow felt 

e 15cm square blue felt 

e  Acm x 4cm interfacing 


e = Grey, light blue, pink perle cotton 


embroidery thread 
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Pink, yellow, light blue cotton sewing 
thread 


8" x 12" oval embroidery hoop 


Glue gun 


PVA glue 


GOOD TO KNOW 


e Use a mechanical pencil to transfer the 
design to the linen, this will give a crisp 
outline for you to follow. 


e Make sure the backing fabric is tight 
in the hoop before you start your 
embroidery. 


e If you don't have a light box you can 
hold the template and fabric up toa 
window. 
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TO CUT 


See pattern sheet for templates 


Pink felt: 
— Cut 1 moon (1) 


Blue felt: 
— Cut 1 star (2) 


Yellow felt: 
= Cut 6 stars (2) 


TO SEV 


1 Using a light box, transfer the 'Sleep 
Tight! text onto the linen with a pencil. Put 
the linen into the hoop and roughly centre 
the text. Tighten the hoop so that the linen 
is almost drum tight. 


2 Using grey perle embroidery thread, stitch 
a French knot at the beginning of the letter 
'S'. To do this, bring your needle all the way 
up and wrap the thread tightly three times 
around the tip of the needle. Put the point of 
the needle through the fabric and place the 
wrapped thread to the surface of the fabric. 
Hold in place and push the needle through 


the wrapped thread to complete the knot. 


3 Continuing with grey thread, outline the 
text using a small backstitch. Add French 
both 't's. 


a 
ret 


knots to the 'p' and 


LI eek | 


be i) ‘ 


4 Fill in the thicker parts of the letters with a 


satin stitch. Keep the stitches close so that 


there is no linen showing through. 
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5 Pin the felt moon in position, referring to 
the photograph for alignment. Using pink 


sewing thread, stitch a blanket stitch all the 


6 Use blue embroidery thread to add the 
closed eye to the moon and pink embroidery 
thread to add the smile using a backstitch. 


7 Pin the blue star in position and using the 
blue sewing thread, stitch a blanket stitch 
all the way around to secure in place. Use a 
pink embroidery thread to add the eye and 
smile detail in a backstitch. 


8 Using yellow embroidery thread, stitch 
small stars onto the background. Take the 
needle to the back and come up, and come 
down about 1cm diagonally. Take the 
needle back up in the opposite direction 
and then back down 1cm diagonally, 
forming a cross. Repeat in the gaps to form 
another cross over the top, creating the 
star. Repeat for each star. 


9 For the hanging stars, take the six yellow felt 
stars and stitch the eye and mouth detail in 
backstitch in blue and pink on three of them. 


10 Iron on a 4cm square piece of 
interfacing on the reverse of the stars to 
give them more stability. 


11 Take one of the embroidered stars 

and place a plain star behind it, pinning it 
together. Using yellow sewing thread and 
starting in the bottom left corner, stitch 

a blanket stitch, working in a clockwise 
direction. Stitch until you get to the bottom 
right hand point of the star. 


12 Take 25cm length of blue embroidery 
thread and tie a large knot on the end. 
Thread it through the gap between your 
stitching, to the top of the star and out the 
other side in order that the star can hang. 
Continue with the blanket stitch around 
the star to close the gap. Repeat for the 
remaining two stars. 


13 Take the embroidery out of the hoop 
and press well. Take the outer ring of the 
hoop and align the thread from the three 
hanging stars in position along the lower 
edge of hoop, with the middle star slightly 
lower than the others. Using a glue gun, 
glue the threads into position (it is useful to 
have someone to help you hold the hoop 
upright while you glue!). Leave to dry. 


14 Carefully place the design back in 

the wooden hoop and ensure that the 
design is central and straight, with the 
screw mechanism at the top and the stars 
hanging down. Tighten the fabric so it is 
drum tight. Carefully trim the excess fabric 
using fabric scissors. 


15 To finish the embroidery — using a 
spatula, carefully soread a thin amount 
of PVA glue on the reverse of the fabric 
between the two hoops to secure in place. 
Leave to dry for several hours. 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Embroidery hoop -— Stitchkits, etsy.com 
Anchor perle threads — SewandSo, 
sewandso.co.uk 


DESIGNER 


Sarah Ashford is a quilter and embroiderer 
and rarely found without a needle and 
thread in hand. Sarah regularly contributes 
to a range of craft publications and is the 
founder and Chairman of the South West 
Modern Quilt Guild. Visit her brand new 
website sarahashfordstudio.com 
and follow her on Instagram 
@sarahashfordstudio where she also 
hosted the #greatbritishquilter challenge. 


Manchester 


1000s of Rolls 


at Realistic Prices! 


Supersta 


[Baxys 


Birmingham 


Stockists of all kinds of 


Fashion Fabrics 
Worsteds 
Polyesters 
Dance Wear 
Bridal Wear 


Suiting 


Woollens 
Polywools 
Cotton 
Linings 
Satins 
Lycras 


and much, much more! 


burda 
Leon's Fabric Superstore 


419 Barlow Moor Rd 
Chorlton Manchester M21 8ER 


Tel 0161 881 7960 


www.leonsfabrics.co.uk 
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Barry's Fabric Superstore 
1 Moseley Street 
Digbeth Birmingham B5 6JX 


Tel 0121 622 6102 
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Fossil Rim - ley Blake 


Have fun 
designing well-fitting 
garments for every 

size and shape 


' Create exciting & unique 
fabric patterns from 
photos, drawings, etc 


Print full size 
conventional 
patterns with an 
=| ordinary printer, or 
2 = email files to fabric 
; a printing services 


sewbe@x.co.uk 


On-line stockists of Liberty 
fabrics, Tana Lawn, Needlecord, 
Jersey, Lantana wool mix etc. Plus 
‘indie’ dressmaking patterns - 
Hot Patterns, Papercut, Colette, 
Serendipity, Sewaholic, and more 


For amazing offers go to 
www.sewbox.co.uk 


Crafty Quilters Jersey 


Patchwork & Quilting, Dressmaking, 
Haberdashery and lots of fabrics 
Moda, Makower, Robert Kaufman, Kona Solids 


Mail order and Webshop 
www.craftyquiltersonline.com 
Telephone 01534 724930 Email: craftyquilters@mail.com 


Follow us on Facebook 


.| Build garments |} /_ _.- i 4 
\ .| from templates |; 7 : 


i 


, 
— 


La Taniere, Upper Midvale Road, St Helier, sated JE2 624 
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This stylish chenille cosmetic bag will be just the ticket to store your makeup essentials. 
The wipeable lining also makes it functional as well as attractive. Made here in a 
subtle, geometric patterned fabric with a copper brown and gold binding, vibrant 

fabrics could also be used for a stronger design statement. 


MATERIALS GOOD TO KNOW 
e 30cm patterned cotton fabric for outer — we used Cubes in e Fabric must be cut for chenille work diagonal to the weave to 
Powder Apricot & Metallic Gold from Aquamarine by Higgs & gently ‘bloom’ the fabric edges without the weave unravelling. 
Higgs 
e = Chenille layers can be cut with a dedicated chenille cutter or a 
e 60cm plain cotton fabric in copper brown — chenille layers/ sharp pair of small scissors. 
binding 
e — Ripstop fabric is a durable and wipeable fabric that is easy to 
e =40cm plain cotton fabric in dusky pink — chenille layers stitch with and will allow gentle pinning without leaving holes. 
e =50cm plain cotton fabric in white — chenille layers/gusset e A Frixion pen is a stationery pen that is useful in fabric 
construction as marked lines can be removed with heat. It will 
e ==50cm white Ripstop fabric — lining leave a slight residue on fabric that is usually barely visible to 
the naked eye, however, it is best to check on a scrap fabric 
e =40cm white zip piece. 
e White machine all-purpose sewing thread e 505 Temporary spray is useful in the construction process of 


this project to hold layers together. 
e Gold metallic machine embroidery thread 
e Use a topstitch 90/14 needle when stitching with the metallic 
thread to minimise thread breakages. 


e Binding strips are best joined diagonally to minimise bulk in 
the seams when stitched in place. 


e = Binding on this project can be hand finished by machine 


stitching in the first instance to the right side of the pieces and 
hand finishing on the inside. 
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Wo GT 


See pattern sheet for pattern pieces 


Patterned/outer fabric: 

— Cut 2 main bag pieces (1) 

— Cut 1 gusset piece — 8cm x 46cm 
— Cut 1 zip tab — 5cm x 10cm 


Plain fabric/chenille layers: 

— Cut 4 main bag pieces — copper brown (1) 
— Cut 4 main bag pieces — dusky pink (1) 

— Cut 4 main bag pieces — white (1) 

— Cut 1 gusset piece — 8cm x 46cm — white 


Ripstop/lining fabric: 
— Cut 2 main bag pieces (1) 
— Cut 1 gusset piece — 8cm x 46cm 


Binding: 

— Cut sufficient 3.6cm strips of the copper 
brown fabric diagonal to the grain to 
make 2.5m of bias binding when joined. 
Press into double fold binding by hand or 
with a 18mm bias maker. 


R@ Re =3')') 


1 Arrange 1 main outer bag and 6 of the 
chenille layer pieces (2 of each colour) in 
layers, with outer bag piece on top and 
alternate plain colours beneath, ending 
with white fabric as the bottom layer. Use a 
little 505 temporary spray between each of 
the layers to secure in place. 


2 Pin through all layers and using Frixion 
pen, draw a straight diagonal line on to the 
outer fabric across the main bag. Continue 
to draw straight lines either side of this line 
1.5cm apart. 


3 Thread your sewing machine with 
white thread and using an open-toe foot, 
machine stitch over all the Frixion lines with 


a straight stitch. 


4 Using a sharp pair of scissors, cut 
between all the stitch lines, making sure to 
leave the lowest layer of fabric intact. Do 
not cut beyond the final Frixon line in each 
corner as this will create a ‘bald' corner. 


5 Layer the outer fabric and Ripstop lining 


gusset pieces; stitch a scant seam down 


both long sides to hold the layers together. 


ee aie -— — 


6 Cut lengths of bias binding slightly longer 


than the two short sides of the gusset. 
Open out and align binding to short side 
of gusset, working on the Ripstop side. 
Machine stitch in place. 


7 Fold binding over to the right side, 
trimming gusset raw edge if necessary. 
Using a small zigzag stitch and gold 
metallic thread, machine stitch the binding 


in place. 


8 With wrong sides together, pin gusset 
to sides and lower edge of two main bag 
pieces. Machine stitch in place taking a 
small seam. 


9 Bind all gusset raw edges as In steps 6 
and 7. 


10 Tack one side of zip to inside top edge of 
bag, folding zip ends under. Machine stitch 
as close to the edge as possible. Open zip 
and repeat on the other raw edge, ensuring 
zip closes evenly. 
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11 Trim zip to required length — we left an 

overhang of 6cm on one side. Bind zip and 
top raw edges. Begin binding at overhang 

end of zip, continue along top edge, leave 

a loop of 6cm of binding before continuing 
along second side of zip to the end. 


12 Take the zip tab piece and press in half 


lengthways. Press both raw edges into 
the centre. Check that the folded tab fits 
around the zip end. Hand stitch the open 
sides of the tab with a blind stitch and 
topstitch a box on inner edges of tab. 


13 To finish, gently ‘bloom’ the chenille 
sides with your finger-tips so that the cut 
edges become distressed and the layers 
beneath become visible. 


STOCKIST DETAILS 


Special thanks to Higgs & Higgs for 
providing fabrics from their Aquamarine 
collection to use in this project. 
Patterned fabric, Aquamarine — 
Higgs & Higgs, higgsandhiggs.com 
Plain cotton fabric, Makower — 
Spinning Weal, spinningweal.co.uk 
Ripstop fabric — Ripstop Shop, 
ripstopshop.co.uk 


DESIGNER 


Pam Martin stitches in some shape or 
form as part of her daily life in Somerset. 
An inveterate teacher, she is passionate 
about running workshops where students 
can choose from a range of small stitch 

projects. She works from her studio at 

Spring Farm, Moorlinch on the inspirational 
Somerset Levels, where she soaks up the 
countryside around her and writes about 

Somerset and stitch. Discover more at 

somersetstitch.blogspot.co.uk 


www.sewingworldmagazine.com 47 


This gorgeous quilt is the perfect way to make a dent In your stash as literally ‘anything goes’, 
even forgotten and unloved fabric scraps. As the name suggests, there are absolutely no 
design rules to follow, so Jump in and start creating a beautiful new family heirloom! 


MATERIALS 


A completely random mix of fabrics from your stash 


Fabric in strong colour for middle strip 


A selection of rulers with different widths (optional) 


Quilting square (or use template provided on pattern sheet) 


Paper (printer or similar thickness) 


Glue stick 


Rotary cutter 


Wadding 


Backing fabric (| used an old duvet cover) 


Bias binding or extra fabric for double fold binding 
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GOOD TO KNOW 


The central strip of fabric in the blocks gives the eye a rest and 
provides unity, allowing the rest of your fabric choices to be 
completely random! | used a dark navy spot fabric, cut from a 
child's dress. However, any strong colour would work equally 
well, including white or cream. The complete freedom offered 
by this method creates the opportunity to stitch the most 
wonderful memory quilts. My family love to snuggle under 
ours, pointing out fabrics from previous projects or outgrown 
childhood clothing! 


The finished quilt size is completely up to you, | Just kept going 
until | had run out of the middle strips | was cutting from a 
little dress my daughter wore as a toddler! 


The middle fabric strip is placed right side up, all others, right 
side down. 


The quilt blocks can be any size, dependant on your choice of 
quilting square, mine was 97%". However, a smaller size would 


allow even tiny scraps from your stash to be utilised. 


Use a slightly shorter than normal stitch length, to aid paper 
removal. 


Use 4" seam allowance throughout. 
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ES ee Crs 


See pattern sheet for quilting square 
template 


Fabric: 

The middle strips all need to be cut to 
exactly the same width, mine were 1/4", 
but the others can vary. | simply took 
five ordinary school rulers, with widths of 
between 14" and 1%", and used these to 
quickly slice up my fabrics. 


TO SEW 


1 Draw around your quilting square onto 
a piece of plain paper, marking diagonal 
centre line. If you don't have a quilting 
square you can use template provided on 
pattern sheet. 


2 Lay down your centre strip of fabric 
onto the paper, right side up and so that 
it is centred over the diagonal line and 
stretches corner to corner. Lightly fix into 
place with glue stick. 


3 Place your second fabric strip, right side 
down, on top of your centre strip, matching 
edges. 
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4 Sew the two strips together along the 
aligned edges and through the paper too. 
Use a 4" seam allowance and a slightly 


shorter than usual, stitch length. 


5 Open out strips and press carefully. 


6 Keep laying down strips of fabric, sewing 
and pressing until the entire marked 
square has been filled. 


7 Carefully remove the foundation paper 
from your fabric, the reduced stitch length 
Should make this part of the process easier. 
Simply fold along stitch line and tear — the 
holes left from your sewing machine needle 
makes this just like tearing off a perforated 
reply strip from an old-fashioned letter! 


8 Press carefully, using spray starch if 
desired. Square work up, using a rotary 
cutter. 


9 Repeat the above process until you reach 


the necessary number of blocks for the 
desired size of quilt. 


10 Audition your finished blocks by laying 

them out and rearranging until happy with 
their placement. This is an ideal part of the 
process to get the whole family involved in 
and you can even use the blocks to create 


a cool chevron or zigzag effect! 


QUILT ASSEMBLY 


11 Create the quilt top by first stitching 
your blocks together into rows and then 
joining the rows. 


12 Place backing fabric on a large surface 
or floor, right side down, stretch lightly 

and tape to surface. Place batting on top 
of backing fabric. Now lay down finished 
quilt top, right side uppermost, and smooth 
wrinkles away. Pin or spray baste all layers 
together. 


13 Quilt as desired. | used a simple grid 
pattern to reflect its geometric design. 


14 Trim carefully to remove excess backing 
fabric and wadding, then bind quilt edges 
to finish. 


esa Ver 


Josie Day enjoys sewing of any type but all 
of her projects feature raw edge appliqué in 
one form or another. She absolutely loves 
this technique and its ability to look funky 
and modern or classic and sophisticated! 
Her blog sewforsoul.blogspot.co.uk is 
dedicated to sewing and you can find lots 
of free tutorials and projects there. She 
lives in the North East of England with 
her extremely patient husband, two lovely 
teenage children and a very naughty cat! 


Want to keep your 
magazine forever but 
don't have the space? 
Subscribe to the bundle 
package and... 


= sewing 


FHEE! 


Get your magazine delivered to your 
door so you can curl up with a cup 
of tea 

Download each issue to your device 
and read on the go 

Go back to your favourite articles / 
makes whenever you want to 

Keep all your magazines — 

without having to keep the dust! 

All trom only £12.15* 
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The UK's largest Fabric, Sewing Pattern 
and Haberdashery Online Retailer! 


Winner of Best Online Retailer in the British Sew Awards 


Follow the Minerva Crafts Blogger Network 
for Daily Sewing Inspiration #MCBN 


Special Offer for Sewing World Readers! 
10% Off Denim Fabrics. Limited time only. Cannot be 
used in conjunction with any other offer. Exclusions may apply. 


Coupon: DENIMSW10 
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Stitch up these eye-catching shoe charms and add a touch of quirky fun to 
your shoes and trainers. They would also make perfect stocking fillers for 
teenagers or perhaps Saturday morning park-runners! With each pair 
taking under an hour to sew, you won't stop at just one set! 


MATERIALS 


e Scraps of fabrics in a selection of metallic, satins, velour or 
polka dots 


° Felt 


e = Fabric marker or fine nib pen 


° Metal eyelet kit 


e Acetate sheets (optional) 
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GOOD TO KNOW 


Have fun experimenting with lots of different fabrics for your 
perfect look. | used metallic offcuts for the gladiator wings 
and David Bowie inspired hearts and lightning bolts! The 
moustaches were created using faux leather whilst the bat 
wings were purple satin lined with a gorgeous deep purple 
velour. 


Eyelet positions are marked on the pattern pieces and they 
should fit the laces of most standard trainers or baseball 
boots. However, it would be sensible to check against intended 
footwear before punching any holes! 


g 
feiss =>. ss eer 
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5 Change to satin stitch and then machine 
See pattern sheet for pattern templates around the marked outline of your wing or 


charm. 


Fabric: 

— Cut 2 pieces of fabric approximately 4 
cm bigger on all sides than the wing/ 
charm being stitched 


Felt: 
— Cut 2 pieces of felt in a matching colour, 
same size as above 


1 Transfer pattern outlines, with additional 
detailing (bat and gladiator wings), to the 


right side of one piece of main fabric, using 

an acetate template, lightbox or your own 6 Remove from sewing machine and 

preferred method. carefully trim as close as possible to the 
satin stitch outline, being careful not to 


accidently snip your stiches! 


7 Mark position of your eyelet holes by 
holding the stitched wing against the laces 
of your chosen shoes. 

2 Create a fabric sandwich by placing down 


an unmarked piece of main fabric wrong 8 Insert eyelets following manufacturer's 
side up. Follow with two pieces of felt, instructions. Eyelet positions are marked on 
followed by main fabric with the marked the pattern pieces and they should fit the 
(right) side up. laces of most standard trainers or baseball 


boots. However, check against intended 
footwear before punching any holes! 


Josie Day enjoys sewing of any type but all 
of her projects feature raw edge applique in 
one form or another. She absolutely loves 


this technique and its ability to look funky 
and modern or classic and sophisticated. 


3 Machine around your outline, using a Her blog sewforsoul.blogspot.co.uk is 
straight stitch to hold all layers together dedicated to sewing, where you can find 
securely. lots of free tutorials and projects. She 
lives in the North East of England with 
4 Straight stitch the detailing on the bat her extremely patient husband, two lovely 
and gladiator wing. teenage children and a very naughty cat! 
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Riverboat 
mabroidered 
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Other projects include: 


e Arctic Fox Appliqué Cushion e Cosy Tilda Rag Quilt 

e Good Vibes Brooch e Wonderful Things Tote Bag 

e Pretty Embroidered Cardigan e Oakshott Candy Shop Sewing 
e Hand Embroidered Notebook Accessories 


Plus... 
We Meet Elizabeth Healey, We Visit The Linen Garden, 


Contemporary Embroidery with Mr X Stitch, shopping, news, 
fabrics, FREE Cover-mount pattern and more! 


*Contents may vary due to unforeseen circumstances 
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SewIng : SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


DIRECT DEBIT SUBSCRIPTIONS (uk onty) 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to Sewing World and save money! 
LJ Print + Digital: £12.15 every 3 months 


L] Print: £9.99 every 3 months 
LJ Digital: £7.50 every 3 months 


YOUR DETAILS must BE COMPLETED 


Mr/Mrs/MISS/MS .....eeeeeeeeeees WUNUIGN: 2 te cecosscanseetcaneseies DUNTICIVIG: feccsiiteriee teaasncncteseoanas 
PVN am cee tenons esr dse sa sciasrea scorer concatcncopsssin oe esveoanccachaboeaegio techno ctu c een ctese oe seen ease eeonaeilanees 
PCOS aie as casted ach donteee tease cestode AOFM acne aculerkntausatteineetirasshinatuacnse 
I = een en ee ee ee MODINE :accciuattsuvicreeersilowesredansteeenns 
PIU peseceessceesdyaiesicisasisaedeveerccstysnadavensetotece GIES gecuitaaesvedeeteaideateeetvaa beaten teeees 


Mr/Mrs/MISS/MS |... eeeeeeee Initiol wo. OUTING ‘erasdecisctecrusonisonesteShbindntpnndetiventadeebes 
PSs ccices-siuenevcpacassoansistosniancoetoerteusyes vue deaeutsteiaosieasboacandiaast case iiss anauteeong dusosapncaddeuntaaunasasies 
POSTCODE woeececcccsceceesececsetetecseteteeetetseseneeee ROU scscdcweesincecorsatintecuiwunsedeamecodentdiooe 


INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY 


ete 


PMT I eit este vaca ee Sc csdsins cena de eehesgur eo sw aterm tod sahee aos eas edore tomers 
Adress Of DOK .occcccceccccccscccecseccctcececcsceceeecereceessececsssecerscenresecseesucrsseuesseecseeeuseeecnseeeens 


Originator's reference 422562 


Sort code Account number 

Instructions to your bank or building society: Please pay MyTimeMedia Ltd. Direct Debits from 
the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit 
Guarantee. | understand that this instruction may remain with MyTimeMedia Ltd and if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society. 


Reference Number (official use only) 


Please note that banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions from 
some types of account. 


CARD PAYMENTS. 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to Sewing World, 
for 1 year (12 issues) with a one-off payment 


UK ONLY: 
LJ] Print + Digital: £59.99 [] Print: £49.99 (] Digital: £29.99 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


LJ Postal Order/Cheque [] Visa/MasterCard [] Maestro 
Please make cheques payable to MyTimeMedia Ltd and write code V1 250 on the back 


COMPAID S IGIN Cs casasesssscedesinatacndatdaca stan ncsuadeansaniasada ves neiateoediadadetaséanscuetesesuenestiadecseteaies 
Card no: (Maestro) 
VGC TRON cetses cs cseiatestencsongenat Expiry date.........c MOCSHO: ISSUS NO kcrccdsceriasren 
SU ges ea bee dete se eee eee cee eee Ric). aeeeee eee rene 


POST THIS FORM TO: SEWING WORLD SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
MY TIME MEDIA LTD, 3 QUEENSBRIDGE, THE LAKES, 


NORTHAMPTON, NN4 7BF 


Please visit www.mytimemedia.co.uk/terms for full terms & conditions 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 15th December 2017. MyTimeMedia Ltd & Sewing 
World may contact you with information about our other products and services. If you DO 
NOT wish to be contacted by MyTimeMedia Ltd & Sewing World please tick here: 4 Email 

Li Post 4 Phone. If you DO NOT wish to be contacted by carefully chosen 3rd parties, please 
tick here: Post O Phone. If you wish to be contacted by email by carefully chosen 3rd 
parties, please tick here: Email 


Daw 4 forget 
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to visit and like our page 
‘ : lous : . 
Rotts Fn @sewingworldmagazine 
for exclusive news and 


competitions! 


Why subscribe? 


e Great savings on the shop price 

e Free P&P 

e Choice to spread the cost with Direct Debit 
e Never miss an issue 

e Receive your copy before it hits the shops 
e Free FULL-SIZE pull out pattern sheet 


e Free exclusive Pattern House Pattern Sheet 
— supported by technique videos @ 
www.youtube.com/user/madetosew/playlists 
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SUBSCRIBE SECURELY ONLINE 


FREE P&P anp 


SAVE OVER £12.50 
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE! 


9 FREE ¥ Don't you just love that feeling when you receive 
full-size something nice in the post? 


1 ; : 
pater Now stop and imagine that when you open that 


package it Is filled with beautiful photography, creative 
AN ORA: Yom» ty and practical projects, free full-size patterns and 
Creative solid {er you'and your hobne ~ FREE! - fascinating articles. 


| Patlern House | 
] leslive 
F Projects 


Pattern 
Kimono Jacket 


int LB sites GS 


It's a little something, just for you. So, you stop what 
you're doing, grab a cuppa and snuggle up for a 
quiet read before planning out which projects you'll 
be making next (using up a little more of that fabric 
stash...). 


You might even share what you make with the Sewing 

World Facebook page for that little extra buzz (after all, 
we all love a little bit of extra encouragement when we 
make something we're proud of). 


We Meet 
Linda Miller 


Now imagine you've also saved yourself money, and you 
didn't even have to leave the house! Subscribe to Sewing 
World today and give yourself that monthly treat — we 
know that you deserve it! 


Contemporary 
Embroidery with 
Mr X Stitch 


We Visit 
William Gee 


| /—"* 
dieserpaning ' SrAbRaGeH / applique awn == 


DELIVERY TO 
YOUR DOOR! 


CALL OUR ORDER LIN EF LINES OPEN MON-FRI - 8.00AM-8.00PM GMT & SAT - 9.30AM-3.30PM GMT 


Calls are charged at the same rate as standard UK 


landlines and are included as part of any inclusive 
or free minutes allowances. There are no additional Quote ref: V12 30 
charges with this number. Overseas calls will cost more. 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: Offer ends 15th December 2017. *This digital discount is only available when you subscribe to the ‘Print + Digital’ package. You can still get a great discount 
on the digital package, please visit the URL stated below for more information. Please see www.mytimemedia.co.uk/terms for full terms & conditions. 


Ready... Get Set... Sew! 
| Ensure sewing success with our sewing guide to 
= gel you started, or refresh your memory... 


Using your Full-Size Pattern Sheet Fabric Terminology 


1 For projects with a pattern, first look at the glossary on Selvedge — finished straight edge of the fabric, often printed with 
the pattern sheet to identify the colour of the pieces for your the manufacturer's name. 

project. Looking at the ‘To Cut' list you will see how many 

pieces there are to find. Each piece is labelled and identified, Grain line — this is normally marked on pattern pieces as a double- 
e.g. ‘1 of 7','2 of 7' etc. It may be helpful to follow the pieces headed arrow and should be parallel to the selvedge, or the bias if 
using your finger and then highlight each piece around the a bias-cut project. 


edge with a highlighter marker. 

Bias — line of fabric at 45° to the straight edge, which gives a bit of 
2 Some larger pieces are split in two but there will always be a stretch If pulled. 
clear dashed join line for you to match up with the other half. 

Nap — fabrics with an obvious pile (nap) where the direction of the 


3 Take some large sheets of dressmaking paper (or a roll of pile needs to be kept the same when making your project. 
greaseproof paper) and simply trace out your pieces with a 

fine black pen (for your size if making clothing). Take care Fat Quarter — quilting term for a piece of fabric cut from a 44" 
to mark all the notches, dots and darts and join pieces up if wide bolt measuring “yd and then cut across the width at 22". 


necessary. Cut out your pieces in fabric and sew away! 
Pre-Shrunk — it is recommended that fabrics are pre-shrunk before 
sewing, by washing at recommended temperature, drying and 
pressing thoroughly. 


Check your Size Glossary 


Take your measurements and compare with our project sizing Some useful terms used in Sewing World... 

charts, making sure your tape measure is straight as you go 

around your back — best to get a friend to help! Bating (Tacking) — temporary large stitched to hold pieces 
together. 


If you fall between two sizes, make the larger size for d more 
comfortable fit. We suggest making a toile from calico if the Seam allowance — these will be included in the pattern pieces 
garment is more fitted in style. unless otherwise stated and will vary between projects. Check 


carefully in 'Good to Know' to ensure success. 


Pressing — not ironing, pressing is the action of pressing the iron 
¢ High Bust — Above the fullest 
part of your bust and just 


onto fabric and then lifting without moving around. It helps to set 

stitches so that seams lie flat and crisp. Don't skimp on pressing! 

under your arms. 

Finger Press — literally a light crease with your fingernail. 

¢ Bust — Straight across your full 
bust and around your back. Stabiliser — interfacing of interlining used to give some stability 

and strength to your fabric, it can be sewn-in or ironed on. 

¢ Waist — Where your body 
naturally curves tn. Topstitch — neat straight stitches on the right side of the fabric 

to define a seam. 

¢ Hip — Around your hips at the 
widest point and the fullest Staystitch — a line of stitching to keep curves and bias edges 

part of your bottom. from stretching. 

Understitch — stitched row to prevent a facing from rolling to the 


outer part of the project. 


WOF (width of fabric) — across the width of the fabric, selvedge 
to selvedge. 
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We Meet... 
Linda Miller 


with Helen Bowen 


A machine embroiderer of almost 30 years, 
daughter of an upholsterer and granddaughter 
of a tailor, Linda Miller always wanted to be 
a successful maker. Despite initial funding for 
just six months, Linda now runs a flourishing 
business, offering workshops and talks 
that complement her work on embroidery 
commissions. You'll find her distinctive work in 
galleries and permanent collections across the 
world. We meet her to find out more about her 
creative process and how she turned a niche 
medium into a self-funding business. 
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Right pom the outset, Linda had a clean adea of 


hour she could ensure a Meady ineume fom her 


work wathout hanuing to COMP UONSE on her own 


shyle on creative direction.’ 


Arriving at The Sorting Office creative space in Eastleigh, Hampshire, 
you might be forgiven for wondering how such an uninspiring 
building could be home to such artistic talent. The red brick facade 
and barred windows do little to hint at the colourful and unique 

work that is created within. Walk through the doors and you'll need 
to listen hard for the therapeutic whirr of Linda’s industrial Bernina 
950 sewing machine, over the hammering and general creative noise 


emanating from the studios of the other designer-makers based in 
this site. 


Since setting up her business in 1989 as a textile graduate from 
Winchester School of Art, Linda has worked in artist studios, taking 
advantage of the funding opportunities available lo new designers, 
but also benefiting from the network of artists and their accumulated 
knowledge. Right from the outset, Linda had a clear idea of how 

she could ensure a steady income from her work without having 

to compromise on her own style or creative direction. In her own 
words, she was ‘picky’ about the fairs she attended, always doing 
her background research to seek out the high-end ones, and always 
ensuring she had finished items to suit all pockets. She would be 


selective about the galleries she exhibited in and chose instead to get 
her name ‘out there’ through works for public buildings — hospitals, 
schools, museums. She gained publicity around the world by working 
with greeting card companies to produce colourful designs with her 
name credited and printed on the back. 


‘Talking to Linda about her creative process, you soon notice the 
similarities between machine embroidery and painting. The taut 
calico stretched within the wooden embroidery hoop is the artist's 
canvas and the sewing machine needle is her brush. Linda usually 


sketches out her design on paper before transferring il to the fabric 
and it is only at this point, that she really considers colour. But as she 
picks out threads into baskets, you could easily liken this selection 
process to a painter mixing paints onto their palette. And you can 
even mix colour with threads too! We were fascinated to learn how 
top and bobbin threads in differing colours can produce beautifully 
mottled colour effects on your background simply by adjusting the 
top tension on your sewing machine. However, unlike the painter, 
who can easily brush over mistakes or change their mind about 
colours, machine embroidery is less forgiving. Linda tells us “if you 
go wrong, you need lo realise it quickly”. I’s really difficult to unpick 
the stitching and covering over the mistake with a different thread can 
result in lumpiness which detracts from the finish. Linda advises all 
stitchers to be bold and stop when a design isn’t working, “There is 
no point in continuing with a piece that you don’t like”. Linda’s advice 
is to be brave and “throw it away and start again”. 
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Browsing through the beautiful images of Linda’s work, you will 
quickly become aware of her distinctive style. Her work could be 
described as whimsical or perhaps naive but certainly pictorial. 
Featuring figures, animals and birds in outdoor settings in the main, 
Linda does not get preoccupied with technical details such as 


perspective, or the practicalities of real life, despite being inspired 

by the day-to-day. There is simplicity in the scenes which almost 
always have a story to tell. However, Linda will never be drawn on the 
narralive for a piece, preferring to leave it to the individual to connect 
with the artwork on their own terms. Many people see themselves or 


recognise others in her quirky snapshots, which Linda finds endlessly 
satisfying. 


In building her business, Linda has discovered a real love for sharing 
her techniques with others. She facilitates one-day workshops 

for groups — Making Pictures in Free Machine Embroidery and 

3D Machine Embroidery — as well as offering private tuition for 
individuals. She stresses that you don’t need to be good at drawing 
or an accomplished stitcher lo produce something to be proud of. 
For her, it’s all about confidence and allowing your design to evolve 
as you work. Linda starts with a stilched outline in black thread which 
she might ‘draw’ freehand or by following an outline transferred from 
a rough sketch. Beginners should just keep it simple and take it slow 
to start with and let Linda show you how to test out threads and 
colour combinations and how to finish off work for a professional 
appearance. You will be amazed at what you can achieve with just a 
sewing machine and darning fool, an embroidery hoop, a selection of 
threads and some calico! 


Linda is also a published author. Her book ‘Creative Machine 


Embroidery’ received glowing reviews from textile artists looking 


to learn all the methods and techniques they need to begin ‘painting 
with threads’. You may also have seen her appearance on the Channel 
4 show, Kirstie’s Handmade Britain back in 2011 or seen her work in 
permanent textile and dress collection at the V&A Museum. Asking 
Linda about the key to her success as a designer maker, she is honest 
about having had a certain amount of luck along the way. However, 


she also stands by her decision from early on in her creative life, to 
only accept requests for work that she wants to do. Having learned 
the hard way at the very beginning, she still turns down commissions 
that don’t inspire her, or that she simply has no interest in making and 
encourages any creative artist to do the same. She has also learned 
not to be sentimental about her pieces and sells all she makes in the 
knowledge that there are still many new embroidery opportunities to 
discover and plenty more inspiration to turn into her special form of 
pictorial art. > 
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1 Photo by Harry Usborne 2 Dog and Gull on Beach, 10cm x 9cm. Photo by Michael Jennings 3 Every Cloud, 21cm x 27cm. Photo by Michael Jennings 4 Girl with Dogs, 15cm x15cm. 
Photo by Michael Jennings 5 Photo by Harry Usborne 6 Picnic Chase Joy 2017, 30cm x 20cm. Photo by Michael Jennings 7 Photo by Harry Usborne 8 Photo by Harry Usborne 


Further Information 


The Sorting Office Studios, 37 Wells Road, Eastleigh Hampshire SO50 5FY 
0781 627 O177 


V¥ lindamillerembroideries.co.uk Ei linda.millerembroideries lindamillerembroideries 
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~ The Mr X Stitch guide to — 
~ Contemporary Embroidery — 


Hi again readers! Last month | shared some amazing lace artists with you, and explored how this 
needlecraft has been a part of global culture for many years. This month | wanted to linger a little 
longer with the subject, but look at lacework that has been taken out of the textile context and used In 
some pretty clever ways. The ubiquity of lace around the world means that many people have taken the 
familiar patterns and meshed them with different media to create wonderful works, and these 
explorations in new places, spaces and forms are really exciting to see. 


The connection to lace remains in all of these works, even if they're pretty far out; so if you've ever 
considered adding lace to the Items you're making, then maybe these artists will inspire you to push 
that idea even further. They may be a step or two further than you had in mind but who knows? 

It could be start of an artistic adventure! 


Cal Lane is a London based Loop.pH create Archilace structures using luminous 


Canadian artist filaments to bring forth installation pieces that are magnificent 
who takes a blow and mesmerising. A hybrid of spider's webs, lace and disco lights, 
torch to all manner their works are imaginative and immersive, and really make you 
of items, from car feel like magic Is bursting forth into the world. 


bonnets to shovels to 


loop.ph 


ammunition shelters, 
and produces lace 
patterns on them. 
The combination of 
hard and soft in this 
way really pushes 
my buttons and It's 
fair to say that Cal's 
work makes quite the 
impact, not that I'd 
recommend hitting 
people with them! 


callane.com 


Ammunition, Cal Lane. Photo © Cal Lane 


Spiratomic Space (2010), Loop pH. Photo © Loop.pH 


Oie 


Wheelbarrow, Cal Lane. Photo © Cal Lane Atmeture (2014), Loop pH. Photo © Loop.pH 
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Coming back to reality a bit, Portuguese artist Joana Vasconcelos 
is globally renowned for her lace-covered natural forms. All 
manner of creatures have been recreated in resin and then 
covered with very traditional looking lace, and it's not just animals 
that Joana masks with materials. Manmade objects of all shapes 
and sizes have been modified over the years and it seems as 
though she is far from finished! 

joanavasconcelos.com 
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Euro-Visdo [Euro-Vision] (2005), Joana Vasconcelos. Photo © Joana Vasconcelos 


Polish artist NeSpoon takes lace designs as the basis for her street 
art and installations. Huge wall murals are given that familiar 
domestic vibe, while smaller bits of street furniture get patterned, 
and in doing, some spread a bit of home comfort in unexpected 
urban spaces. It's such a cool idea and I'm surprised there aren't 
more people adopting the same idea. 


behance.net/nespoon 


== 


= a) 
ae 
Dat ee ee 
2 


qe 


ee 


sell OF i Pre 
Fundao street art 2014, NeSpoon. Photo © NeSpoon 


New Zealand street art (2016), NeSpoon. Photo © NeSpoon 


Hopefully over the last two columns you've been able to 
understand why | like lace as much as | do. It's been overlooked 
for a long time, thanks to mechanical processes disconnecting 

the finished product from the handmade process. However, it has 
some intrinsic connotations of home and of safety, and when you 
see lace designs translated to other media, even if it's a car bonnet 
or the side of a house, you can't help but get a warm fuzzy feeling. 
See you next time for another dose of needlework inspiration! 


Further Information 


Since establishing mrxstitch.com in 2008, Jamie Chalmers has been showcasing new talent in the world of textiles and stitch and is an 
internationally exhibited artist and curator. He believes in the benefits of stitching, both from a relaxation and a sustainability 
perspective and is honoured to introduce new artists that inspire and encourage you to take to the needle and thread. 

If you want to see him in action, grab yourself a beverage and enjoy his TEDx talk —“Why X Stitch Is Importanv. 


Ba vtexstiten V¥ (@MrXStitch mrxstitch 
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Creative Sewing Practice: 
Stitching Memories 


With Elizabeth Healey 


Reasons for sewing are varied but it is often the big occasions In life that prompt us to make something; 
perhaps a quilt for a special anniversary, a toy for a new baby, and if we're really ambitious, a Christening 
gown, or even a wedding dress — although only the truly brave would take on that labour! 


But what about less significant moments in life? | like to use 

stitch as a diary to capture ordinary events such as the changing 
characteristics of flowers grown from seed. I've been fascinated 

by the tall, arching stems and frothy flower heads of Daucus 
Carota — or Wild Carrot to give it its common name (incidentally, 
it is also called Queen Anne's lace and Bishop's lace which surely 
makes this flower an even more suitable candidate for embroidery 
inspiration?). Wild carrot is a magnet for wildlife and its seed heads 
add texture to the Winter garden. To suggest the time when It is 

a tightly packed globe of seeds about to burst into life, and later, 
when it is partially in bloom, | used a combination of French knots 
and bullion stitches. These stitches create a texture not unlike that 
of the actual flower and | hope they will serve as a reminder of 
those | grew in my garden long after the Summer blooms have 
faded. 
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Process 


I've recently been experimenting with 
Shibori nui, which is a Japanese technique 
for dyeing cloth (usually with indigo) where 
you stitch into a piece of fabric to create a 
resist. | used waxed thread, some cling film, 
and a plastic knitting needle to get this 
flower like effect; the subtle pink colour was 
achieved by using avocado skins and pips. 
When dry, | backed the silk with fusible 
interfacing to make it more substantial to 
Sew into. 


Using a water soluble pen (what would | 
do without them?) | drew circles for the 
closed flower heads. | used wisps of pink 
and mauve wool tops for the basic globe 
background then sewed masses of French 
knots all over them with DMC dentelles 
thread. If doing similar, use a light hand 
with the wool tops as big clumps look 
clumsy. Imagine the wisps of wool like 
weak layers of watercolour that gradually 
build up to create depth of colour. The 
golden rule is less is more—you can add 
but it is difficult to take away. 


For the stems and framework of the 
partially open flower head, | couched two 
strands of medium weight linen embroidery 
thread in place. Using DMC 12 cotton 

perle | added clusters of bullion stitches 

to suggest the tiny white flowers, and, 

then a scattering more of bullions and 
French knots beneath this mass using the 
Dentelles thread. 


When the embroidery was finished | added 
a layer of linen backing to the piece. With 
right sides together, and using a % inch 
seam, | sewed around the edges, leaving a 
2 inch turning gap on one side. | trimmed 
the corners then turned the piece through, 
gently poked out the corners, sewed the 
gap shut and pressed everything from 

the back—taking care not to flatten the 
embroidery. 


To suggest the fullness of the unopened 
globes | used a trapunto technique. | 
stitched around the globes with tiny 
running stitches (you could use a machine 
to do this, but | prefer to sew by hand), 
made a slit in the backing fabric and 
stuffed it with leftover wool tops, then 
sewed the opening shut when | was happy 
with the amount of relief in the unopened 
flower head. 
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Sewing World: Trapunto, The 
Tristan and Isolde Quilt 


The Tristan and Isolde guilt (sometimes 
called the Guicciardini Quilt) is thought 
to have been made as a wedding gift 
to commemorate the coming together 
of two families. By referencing scenes 
from the legend of Tristan & Isolde 

the implication is that this marriage is 
between two equally noble families. 
Also inherent in the imagery may be 

a warning against adultery and a 
reminder of the sanctity of wedding 
vows, as the legend concerns an 
adulterous affair between star-crossed 
lovers who are unable to resist each 
other, and yet, wracked with guilt 

at their mutual betrayal of the king 
(Isolde's husband and Tristan's uncle). 
A rather portentous and gloomy gift to 
give a young couple embarking on a 
new life together! 


It is believed that the two existing 
fragments were once part of a larger 
quilt (or wall hanging for a bed 
chamber). Ironically like the star- 
crossed lovers, these two fragments 
have been separated, one can be 
seen in London's V&A, the other in the 
Bargello, Florence. 


Made in the fourteenth century, 

the Tristan and Isolde quilt is a fine 
example of trapunto, which, in Italian 
means ‘to guilt or tuft’. It comprises 
two layers of linen that are stitched 
together with wadding in between. 
Scenes from the Tristan & Isolde 
legend are backstitched in cream 
and brown linen thread through both 
layers, then the back layer is carefully 
cut so wadding can be inserted into 
the motifs for them to be brought into 
relief. The slits are then sewn shut so 
the wadding doesn't fall out. 


To see images of the Tristan ad Isolde 
quilt visit the V&A website, vam.ac.uk 


Further Information 


Elizabeth Healey has a passion for textiles and is author of Stitch, Fabric & Thread (414.99, searchpress.com). 
Find more sewing inspiration and follow Elizabeth’s journey through stitch at elizabethsquartersblogspot.co.uk 
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Tips//Toiles 


with Lucy Sinnott from [REND PAI] ERNS 


Part of the joy of home sewing Is to be able to get clothes that fit you perfectly. To achieve this sewing 
nirvana, a toile is an invaluable tool to help you get that great-fitting, end garment. 


Toiling is basically the practice run for your final garment. Make 

it up ina similar weight, inexpensive fabric, to give you an idea 

of how the finished item will look and how it will fit you. Usually 
made in calico, it also allows you to practise the construction of the 
garment so that when you sew the final thing you have a better 
idea of how it all fits together and how best to go about each 
aspect of the sewing. 


We can't stress enough the importance of toiling at Trend Patterns 
and always advise toiling new patterns before going ahead and 
making them in your final fabrics. Most of us don't fit into the 
‘average’ body shape or measurements (which may be one of 

the reasons why we are deciding to make our own clothes in the 
first place) and so need to make adjustments so that patterns fit 
us correctly. Whether it's letting a little out at the hip, taking in a 
bit at the bust, lengthening the sleeves or shortening across the 
shoulders, it's all part of the process in order to get something to 
fit perfectly. Without doing a toile first, we could be faced with a 
garment that requires un-picking and altering, all of which can 
endanger spoiling the lovely fabric that you have invested in, both 
emotionally and financially, and can leave us feeling disappointed 
and disheartened. 


When you're sewing a toile it doesn't need to be finished perfectly 
as you won't be wearing it out and about! It's a working tool — you 
don't need to neaten the hems, overlock the seams or anything like 
that, you just need the basic shell of the garment so you can see 
how it fits you. And definitely don't be precious about your toiles as 
the likelihood is that you will need to pin bits out or cut bits up to 
get it to fit correctly. 


When fitting your toile, it's ideal to have an assistant as its near 
impossible for you to see how the back looks and even harder to 
pin it! Look for areas and fabric that either aopear or feel too tight 
or too loose. If it's too loose it is easy to pin out the excess: | find 

it best to pin along where you have seams so you can easily take 
out the extra invisibly. If it's too tight, you will need to cut along the 
seams and pin in an extra piece of fabric underneath until it feels 
comfortable. Take your time when fitting the toile, it will be worth 
itin the end and your perfectly fitting toile becomes your own 
personal template and blueprint for the real thing. 


Lucy Sinnott is the designer, pattern cutter and founder of independent pattern house Trend Patterns. Specialising in 


home sewing patterns that offer stylish and unique designs, inspired by luxury, high-end fashion pieces. 
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Pattern Review 
Vogue Pattern 9075 


Written by Marie Koupparis from the Minerva Crafts Blogger Network 


Marie Koupparis has a soft spot for vintage looks and 
shares her sewing journey on her blog @ A Stitching 
Odyssey. We asked Marie to try out the Vogue 9075 
Dress and Jumpsuit pattern, here’s what she thought... 


Jumpsuits and tropical prints must have been this summer’s ultimate 
dressmaking dream, right’? Well, I got to make mine a reality thanks 
to Rachel from The Foldline for introducing me to Vogue 9075 and to 
Minerva Crafts for stocking this wonderful crépe fabric. 


The pattern lingered in my stash for a good few months before I came 
across the fabric, but when I did, the attraction was so strong that it 
pulled me right out of my sewing slump and reigniled my sew-jo. As 
an added bonus, this light and floaty crépe takes to pressing very 
nicely, yet doesn’t crease when worn. It’s quite robust too, so you 
don’t have to worry about ironing on a lower heat — in fact, I found it 
behaved better on my setting for cottons. 


As a jumpsuil, view B has pretty much everything I look for in a 
pattern — short sleeves, a princess seamed bodice, pockets and pleats 
rather than gathers at the waistline. The neckline could be lower (an 
easy alteration for anyone who feels the same), bul personally I'd 
rather one that’s a smidgeon too high than too low. 


Annoyingly, Vogue 9075 is a split-size pattern meaning you can 
either choose a range 6-14 or a range 14-16. Overlapping the size 
14 makes it easier if you're in between sizes, which is good, but I still 
much prefer having all sizes in one packet. You never know when 
gencrosily might strike for a little selfless sewing! 


On the plus side, the sizing was spot on. Going by my measurements 
I cul oul a straight size 14 and without any grading whatsoever, the 
neckline didn’t gape, the shoulders weren't too wide, my full bust was 
accommodated and the waist fitted nicely. Also, choosing the largest 
size in the range meant no tracing for me...whoop! The only alteration 
I did have to make was to chop 7cm off the bottom of the pants 
before hemming, but that’s to be expected. 
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One of my favourite things about this pattern is that the bodice and pants 
pieces have fold lines for petite people. Being 5ft 3in, I always have to 


shorten pattern pieces, but having a guideline already there feels like 
such a luxury and it worked perfectly for the bodice. Word to the wise 
though: just because you have a petite torso doesn’t mean you have a 
petite crotch! There, I said it. | automatically shortened the crotch using 
the petite guideline and really wish I hadn’t. Any sudden upwards arm 
movement results in an automatic wedgie...front and back! 


Despite being conservative with words, the instructions are 

pretty clear with detailed diagrams. Where I think there’s room for 
improvement in terms of instructions and construction, is around 
inserting the pockets. Not only are the diagrams for this step a little 
confusing, there is no mention of under-stitching the pocket facings, 
which I did anyway for a cleaner finish. I also think the pocket 
openings end up a little on the small side, so I will probably rectify 
this next time. 


‘To this day, I’m still not sure whether the pants pleats are supposed 
to be stitched down or hang free like I’ve left them. The instructions 


advise you to baste down the length of each pleat, but at no point do 
they go on to tell you to a) remove the basting stitches and/or 
b) topstitch in their place. I’m sure either finish looks just as nice, but 


this oversight is a little perplexing. 


Alarmingly, aside from hemming the sleeves and pants, there is no 
mention of finishing any seams in the instructions at all. It could be 
that I’ve been spoilt by indie patterns going the extra mile to help 
create insides that are as beautiful as the outsides, but as Vogue 
9075 lends itself well to lighter fabrics that tend to fray, I think 
finishing seams is really important. It’s definitely something you might 
want to think about before you get started if you want a longer- 
lasting jumpsuit. As you can imagine, the construction of the pants is 
a bil fiddly, so I suggest finishing/overlocking your pants and pocket 
pieces before you start sewing. 


However, Vogue 9075 does call for a neatly lined bodice, which 
eliminates the need for irritating facings and encloses the unsightly 
waistline seams. I used a luxurious silk cotton for mine and it feels 
heavenly against my skin. Once again though, my experience came 


in handy when finishing the armholes. Instead of following the 
instructions which would leave me with unfinished and exposed 
seams, I overlocked my fashion fabric at the armholes and then hand 
stitched the lining to it for a much cleaner finish. 


Aside from my minor niggles, Vogue 9075 is an excellently drafted 
pattern and I’m seriously impressed by the fit. I'd say il’s ‘very easy’ 
for slightly more experienced stitchers, but a well-worth challenge for 
beginners. 


I'd love to make a wool version and a chambray version for next 
summer. I think it would also be fun to play around with the length 
going with maxi for elegance and above the knee for a more playful 
look. All in all, Vogue 9075 is a winning pattern in my book. 


Further Information 


The Vogue 9075 pattern and fabrics used by Marie are 
available to buy from Minerva Crafts, minervacrafts.com 


Marie’s jumpsuit was made using: 
Vogue 9075 pattern, £13 
Layered Leaves Crépe Fabric (PH-5562-A), £8.99 per metre 
22" light cream concealed zip, £1.59 
Gutermann Sew All thread in shade 111, £1.85 
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The Minerva Crafts Blogger Network is a collective 
of amazing crafting bloggers from across the world. 
Every month each blogger creates a ‘wish list from 
the Minerva Crafts website and in turn get creative 

and wow us with their makes every month! Their 
enthusiasm for sewing is a huge source of inspiration 
and the perfect place to start when looking for 
ideas for your latest project. View the full archive of 


projects al minervacrafts.com 


We Meet... 
William Gee 


with Helen Bowen 


In 1906 an East European immigrant, William Goldstein, 


changed his name to William Gee and opened a small 
trimmings shop in the London Borough of Hackney. 
Today, William Gee is a leading stockist and distributor 
of textile trimmings and haberdashery products in the 
Uk. Adam Graham, Co-Director at William Gee shows 
us around and we find oul more about how a business 
that started with just £2 worth of stock has grown into 
the successful company it is today. 


Above: William Gee Directors Jeffrey (left) and Adam Graham (right) 
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Jump off the Victoria Line at Highbury and Islington tube station, 
take the over ground train two stops to Dalston Junction and you'll 
find yourself less than a five minute walk from the William Gee shop 
on Kingsland Road. Located opposite Arthur’s Café (the site of the 
original shop in 1906), two shop frontages greet visitors to the retail 
oullet. Signage proudly declaring them as ‘Stockists of All English 
Sewing Products and Distributors and Stockists of all JP Coats 
Products’ and the clock (stuck at ten o’clock) hanging above the 
entrance, give you the feeling that not a lot has changed in the 111 
years since this retail premises first opened its doors. 


Entering the shop, the first thing you'll notice is the old-fashioned 
layout. Counters run down the length of each side of the shop and the 
shelves and racks behind them house every manner of haberdashery 
items from buttons to zips. Adam tells us that little has changed since 
he was a child, helping out his father, Jeffrey (also a Director) in the 
shop. His grandfather, David Graham, who had his own business on 
Commercial Street in the East End, partnered up with William Gee 
and later took over the business. “We thought about modernising it 


and making the shop self-service like a supermarket” says Adam, “but 
people would come in and tell us how their grandmas would send 
them in for buttons and that they liked it the way il was, so we've kept 
it in its old style.” 


The shop is a busy hive of activity, with knowledgeable assistants 
serving customers, ranging from hobbyists and sewing enthusiasts to 
local designers and fashion students. Every so often, the fire door at 
the back of the shop opens and an assistant scurries in or oul. Adam 
explains that there simply isn’t room in the shop to store one of each 
of the 9000 plus lines currently stocked by the company. “Customers 
just come in and ask for what they need and we'll go and find it in the 
warehouse”. It’s a traditional service style that works well for them. 


Step through the innocuous door at the rear of the shop, and you 
really feel like you have stepped back in time. Whilst the nearby 
warehouse takes delivery of larger items — linings and interfacings, 


huge rolls of dot and cross pattern paper, as well as the five miles 
of calico that Adam tells us arrives every Tuesday, a series of rooms 
behind the retail space house small wares including buttons, zips, 
elastic and other notions. Adam points out an old-fashioned button 
covering machine that is still in use today and explains the workings 
of a mechanical weighing machine used for packaging up quantities 
of buttons. 


Before and after the Second World War, Hackney was a centre for the 
rag trade. There were garment shops, clothing companies, factories 


and small units all along the Kingsland Road and most products 
were manufactured locally and then supplied to the big shops and 
manufacturers in the West End. There would have been 70-80 
people working at William Gee, either in the shop or in the stores 


and warehouses. People left school at fifteen and were there all their 
working lives. 


These days, each department still has dedicated staff, experts in 
their area, but times have been tough on the business. In the 1990s 
through to the early 2000s, clothing manufacturers began looking 
abroad for cheaper sources of labour. This led to a boom in cheap 
clothing, making it more difficult for UK makers of high quality 
garments to compete. Most of the big clothing factories in London 
and throughout the country closed down, with their buildings being 
turned into wine bars, galleries or studio apartments. William Gee 


has survived though, thanks to the smaller, independent designers 
who moved back into the area as traditional businesses closed their 
doors. With shoppers looking for more unique styles and with less 
of an appetite for bulk production, the company has been able to 
react to changing demands. As Adam rightly points out, “the basic 
components are still required — whatever the fashion — and we are 


always adding to our ranges to meet customers’ requirements”. 


Whilst the wholesale side of the business supplies manufacturers, 
hospitals, bridal wear and corporate wear suppliers, William Gee 

also works closely with fashion colleges, film studios, theatre 
companies and local designer studios. The supplier is the top choice 
for haberdashery and textile trimmings for some of the largest 
fashion houses (Victoria Beckham, Vivienne Westwood & Alexander 
McQueen to name a few!) and this is down to their competitive prices 
for quality, branded goods. Adam has been instrumental in expanding 
the online shop in recent years, with retail now contributing a much 
larger share of the business and products being shipped around the 
world. 


The website is a treasure trove of information on all their brands and 
product ranges and is well worth a visit. You'll also find a link to the 
William Gee blog which is regularly updated with interesting and 
informative posts from technique know-how to project inspiration 
and trend news. Plus, keep an eye out for their quarterly, ‘online only! 
flash sales where you can make some greal savings on products 
across the sile. > 


www.sewingworldmagazine.com 71 


‘SPIRAL ¥ 


BONDINA 
WONDERWEB 


ur" 


72 www.sewingworldmagazine.com 


And there are some exciling, (currently top-secret!) plans for the 
future. After 111 years of trading, William Gee is still looking to adapt 
and grow as a company, and "above all, to assist our customers in 
the clothing industry both here in the UK and abroad." explains 
Adam. But if, like me, you love nothing more than a visit to an old- 
fashioned haberdashery shop, then do make a trip to Dalston and 
take advantage of the expertise and passion that is in abundance al 


this family-run business. And while you are there, why not pop across 
the street to where it all began and get some lunch in Arthur's Cafe’? 
It's run by three generations of the same family and I am told the ham, 
egg and chips is delicious! 


WILLIAM GEE ~ 


DISTRIBUTORS & 


my 
STOCKISTS OF ALL J.2 Costs prooucrs | 


WILLIAM GEE | 


Pat T English Sewing prot 


Further Information 


Willilam Gee Ltd, 520-522 Kingsland Road London ES 4AH 
02075245) 


williamgee.co.uk Ei WilliamGeeUK ¥ WilliamGeeUk williamgee_uk @ WilliamGeeUK 
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Our selection of some of the best, posh frock sewing Han 
patterns to ensure you are ready for the party season 


Gemma Sweater and Maxi Dress by Named Farrow Dress by Grainline Studio. | 


Clothing. £17.50, available to buy from £16, available to buy from i. 
backstitch.co.uk backstitch.co.uk oe 
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Courses 


The Sewing Cafe 
116 Castle Street, Hinckley, LE10 1DD 
thesewingcafe.co.uk 


Owners, Fay and Becky aim to make sewing 
fun and accessible for everyone, from the 
true beginner to the super stitcher. With a 
range of workshops, regular social and sew 
by the hour sessions, their fantastic sewing 
emporium is a place where sewing lovers 
can develop their skills and share their 
passion with others. 


Sewing for Very Beginners 

2nd December, 10am — 1pm 

The perfect workshop for total beginners, 
you will learn how to thread a machine, 
wind a bobbin and sew straight lines, turn 
corners and finish seams. You'll make your 
very own envelope cushion cover from a 
choice of fabrics from the shop, finished 

off with a super cute hand-stitched flower. 
Including all materials and equipment, £35. 


Oilcloth Wash Bag 

2nd December, 2.300m — 4.30pm 

This workshop will introduce you to working 
with oilcloth as well as inserting a zip. The 
project is great for a confident beginner, or 
as a first experience of zips. Once you have 
the know-how, you'll be able to recreate this 
design in a range of sizes from the perfect 
pencil case to a generous wash bag. 
Including all materials and equipment, £35. 


Miss Maker 

Top Floor, Hartley Antiques, 63 High Street, 
Hartley Wintney, RG27 8NY 
missmaker.co.uk 


With over 30 years of sewing experience, 
tutor Clare Blackmore-Davies has a City 
& Guilds certificate in pattern cutting 
passed with distinction. She has studied 
Swim Wear and Lingerie construction at 
St Martin's College, London and continues 
to develop her sewing and tailoring skills. 
Clare designs and delivers a range of 
courses covering all aspects of machine 
and hand sewing. 


Elegant Party Dress - Two day course 

2nd December, 10.15am — 4.15pm & 3rd 
December, 10.30am — 3.30om 

It's that time of year again! New Year's Eve 
parties, weddings and 'the Christmas do' 
are all on their way and what better way 
to prepare than to create your own, made 
to measure, classic party dress? With fitted 
bodice and the option of a gathered or box 
pleated skirt this simple go-to dress flatters 
all shapes. Including pattern, equipment 
and lunch, £150. 


Jeans, Fit and Construction - Two day 
course 

13th January, 10.15am — 4.15pm & 14th 
January, 10.30am — 3.300m 

A really well-fitting pair of jeans will be a 
go-to item in your wardrobe throughout the 
seasons. This course gives you a chance to 
create a pair of jeans in a choice of styles, 
taking you step by step through the fitting 
and construction process. Including lunch, 
£150. 


‘Tudor Rose Patchwork 

Unit 1, Oakley Park, Station Rd, Oakley, 
MK43 7RB 

tudorrosepatchwork.co.uk 


Tudor Rose Patchwork is Bedfordshire's 
answer to a quilter's dream! Offering a wide 
range of workshops and regular group 
sessions, there is something for everyone. 
Courses include everything from general 
sewing techniques to festive themed 
workshops. 


Beginners Patchwork 

loth December, 10am — 49m 

Come and discover the mysteries of 
patchwork! Chris and Kate will get you 
started on your choice of patchwork 

block, introducing you to rotary cutting 

and enhancing your knowledge of using 
the sewing machine. Working with an 
established group of quilters, you will be 
immersed in this fascinating technique with 
lots of opportunity to pick up tips and make 
new friends. £32. 


The Art of Dorset Buttons 

29th January, 10am — 46m 

Come and learn how to make a selection 
of these beautifully woven old English 
buttons to use as a feature on quilts, or 

to make brooches, necklaces and belts. 
They can be worked in many threads to 
obtain interesting textures and effects and 
embellished with beads, sequins and hand 
embroidery to give them a contemporary 
feel. £32. 
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Kiwi Print Studio 

56 Highfields, Cadogan Road, Camborne, 
TR14 7RY 

kiwiprintstudio.co.uk ’ 


Founded by artist Dena O'Brien in 2012, : 
Kiwi is a professional printmaking studio 

situated in the heart of Cornwall. A range . ine 
of fun and developmental workshops and 

courses are on offer, covering numerous 

print mediums. From half-day workshops to 

10 week extensive courses, there is a class 

for any age or skill level. 


Fabric Screen Printing oe 
13th January, 1.30 om —5.30em 1 Be te 
During this fun and hands-on fabric screen iets 
printing workshop, you will learn how to 

cut your own stencil, mix inks and print 
onto fabric. For those who want to use their 
one-off printed pieces for some homemade 
homewares, you will learn how to create 

a repeat pattern perfect for cushion 

covers, pencil cases or even your very own 
lampshade. Including all materials, £30. 


Print and Make a Lampshade 

20th January 9.45am — 4.30pm 

This is a fun and creative workshop with 
a difference. You will create a hand-cut 
stencil, to be printed as a repeat across 

a length of fabric, enough to create a 
20cm diameter lampshade with some 
extra to take home. Learn how to mix a 
colour, prepare your fabric, measure your 
repeat and pull a squeegee! Including alll 


materials, £65 


For full details on the courses listed and to book, 
please visit the course providers own website 
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Lets Go Shopping 


Devon Hertfordshire North Yorkshire Somerset 


Stone Fabries 


www.pennineoutdoor.co.uk 


Hertfordshire’s leading fabric BREDONS SEWING 
centre for wools, fabrics, Tel: 01524 263377 MACHINE CENTRE 


dressmaking and crafts based . . 
i Hemel Hempstead info@pennineoutdoor.co.uk 


Mail order outdoor fabrics 
01442 245383 and accessories 01823 272450 
01803 868 608 contact@needlecraftstore.co.uk Save money, 


| www.bredons.co.uk 
www.stonefabrics.co.uk www.needlecraftstore.co.uk mane YouroWn gear: 


Dowlings Sewing Machines If you would like to 


+ atinoctmals advertise here 
Lace making starter kits, Lace 7 P, ~~ call Angela On 


making Pillows (new lower p&p) [i 
Tatting kits and Crochet kits. ree QO / & A i 0) i} 9 60 es 
Range of lace making & craft [ip jal fi i 
threads. Including Finca Perle Hy i: or emadl | 
and La Paleta rayon. Grear for Flgeeea ol . 
see TES at angela.price@mytimemedia.com 
stocks last. Prick and Sew cards. 
Tatting shuttles and more. ; 


Machines and accessories for 
Home, Education and Industry 


= 
: ql 


——— , a 
jp 


Tel: +44 (0) 1268 570248 


1 Archery Close, Cliffe Woods, Rochester, 
Kent ME3 8HN Phone 01634 221710 


WWW. BIGGINSLACE.CO.UK 


Email: sales@dowlings-sew.co.uk 


www.dowlings-sew.co.uk 
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Keep it social 
Keep in touch 
Keep up-to-date 


Fi @sewingworldmagazine D, Sewing World magazine 


WV @sewingworldmag sewingworldmag 


Video Tutorials + Fantastic Competitions * Share Your Stories 
Share Your Photos + Sneak Peaks 


dressmaking / embroidery / applique / patchwork 
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Bookshelf 


Complete Guide to Dressmaking: All the 
Essential Techniques and Skills You Need 
Jules Fallon 

ISBN 978-1-78221-572-1 


Author Jules worked for 15 years in the fashion industry before 
setting up a haberdashery shop and turning to teaching. Her 


knowledge and understanding of exactly what dressmakers 


complete guide to 
dressmaking 


to adding professional finishing touches to garments. At ALL THE ESSENTIAL TECHNIQUES 

. vOr | ae : 
every step of the way, Jules is there to offer advice and ideas, 9 AND SKILLS YOU NEED 
tackling common mistakes and offering inspiration on how to 


get stuck on is what makes this, her first book, a go-to 
resource for people of all skill levels. Right from the start, the 
instructions are clear and concise with step by step guides 
to completing every task from translating a paper pattern 


take each technique a little further. With a clean and modern ta 
layout, sharp photography and a logical chapter structure, this 

will become a well-used title on your sewing bookshelf. 

Jules Fallon 


This title is published by Search Press and is priced at £15.99 


Embroidery: A Maker's Guide 
Victoria & Albert Museum 
ISBN 978-0-500-29327-0 


Stitch People: A 20-Project Guide to Modern 
Embroidery Techniques 

Jo Dixey and Brandon Mably 

ISBN 978-1-78221-562-2 

Another title from the V&A's 
Maker's Guide series, this book Trained at the Royal School 
will take you on a gorgeous of Needlework, avant-garde 
journey through embroidery textile artist Jo Dixey will 
tradition, encouraging you to inspire you not only to try 
pause a while along the way one of the 20 projects from 
to try a technique for yourself. this book but also to develop 
With 15 functional and 


fashionable projects, inspired 


your own style and sense 

of humour in your designs. 
by the V&A collections, you Focusing on figures, you'll find 
can use the templates and fun and functional projects 


stitching charts provided to from beginner level right up to 


make everything from collars ‘Advanced +' that will expand 


to cushions, bags to book your stitch vocabulary and get 


covers. There is something you creating pieces to really 
to suit every level of embroiderer and plenty of encouragement talk about. All the design sheets you need are provided within 
to develop your confidence and sense of design. This book is the 128 pages, as well as clear step by step photographs and 
guaranteed to expand your needlework horizons. fantastic reference images of the finished projects. 
This title is published by Thames & Hudson and is priced at This title is published by Search Press and is priced at £12.99 


£16.95 
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The Final Uhread 


With Kerry Green * 


secret Pyjamas oe 


As we move towards end-of-year festivities, | like to ensure my wardrobe is prepared with some ‘secret 
pyjamas' — stylish clothes sewn in jersey knit fabric that look fantastic and feel ultra comfortable, the 
feeling of wearing your favourite pyjamas, but they are masquerading as a dress! 


In the past, it's been hard finding a good choice of jersey fabrics in the UK, but in recent times that's 
changed through the growth of large knit fabric retailers like Girl Charlee UK as well as smaller, niche, 
jersey fabric sellers. Alongside improved availability, many independent designers who produce digital 
PDF clothing patterns especially for jersey fabrics, have used Facebook groups as a way of connecting 

with their customers and offering extra support when sewing their patterns. I've gathered together some 
of the best shops and fabric designers for you to check out... 


Girl Charlee UK and Europe Our most popular fabrics are: 

In 2013, the opening of Girl Charlee UK transformed knit Coral Peach Floral on Slate Grey Cotton jersey Blend Knit 
sewing with its wide selection and easy online availability. Fabric. Medium weight, with lovely drape and smooth hand, 
| had a chat with Mark Creasy from the UK Owner/Director perfect for dresses, tops, pjs and more! 


team and he shared how the UK branch came about and its 
development since then. 


"Girl Charlee Fabrics was started in Los Angeles by my 
lifelong friend Heather, in 2004. Girl Charlee UK happened by 
chance/fate. My brother Ben and | were going to Hawail and 
we had a stop over in LA for a day, so | contacted Heather 

to arrange to meet up. Whilst we were there, she showed 

us around Girl Charlee Fabrics and explained that although 
her fabrics were becoming popular in the UK and Europe, 
customers were sometimes put off by the shipping costs, 


delivery times and import duties. Her passion and excitement 
for knit fabrics rubbed off on both of us! Jen (Ben's wife) had 
also recently started sewing and had the bug, and a year Kabloom Floral Cotton Spandex, from our Homestead Life 
later, with a lot of hard work, we were up and running! BOLT by Girl Charlee range. Medium weight with good 4-way 
stretch and recovery, perfect for dresses, leggings, tops etc. 

Since then, our passion for knit fabrics has grown so much, 

| never thought | would be reading and writing blogs about 
sewing, getting excited about new fabrics, and sewing myself! 


Girl Charlee have a wide selection of unique, high quality 

knit fabrics and are happy to help anyone needing advice or 
information on sewing with knits. We also have lots of helpful 
tutorials, articles, free patterns and more on our blog and our 
Pinterest pages as well as an email newsletter with interviews, 
giveaways, tutorials and more. 
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Navy Blue Solid Ponte de Roma Fabric 
—a classic! Medium weight, wrinkle 
resistant (So no ironing!), stable and 
easy to sew, with good 2-way stretch, 
perfect for skirts, dresses, and tops. 


You can find us at our website 
girlcharlee.co.uk and through the 
usual social media channels. If you'd 
like to visit us in person, we'll be at 
Craft-4-Crafters, at Exeter Westpoint 
in February 2018." 


Other jersey suppliers 


There are lots of reliable, online, UK fabric shops that stock a 
large range of dressmaking fabrics, including jersey fabrics 
from interlock to sweatshirting and more specialist fabrics 
like organic knits, ribbing and Liberty jersey. The following 
shops all have a great selection: thevillagehaberdashery. 
co.uk, backstitch.co.uk, eternalmaker.com, plushaddict.co.uk, 
mauds-fabric-finds.com, sewbox.co.uk, dragonflyfabrics.co.uk, 
fabricsgalore.co.uk. 


If you are looking for something a little more specific, there 
are some smaller shops like Bizzy and Boo, run by Bristol- 
based Natasha. She offers an array of modern natural 
organic fabrics, including rib, sweatshirting, patterned and 
solid knits. etsy.com/uk/shop/BizzyandBooFabrics 


For some of the best names in European knit fabric suppliers, 
like Stoffonkel organic jersey fabrics, Paapii, Pehemia and 
Bloome, harveyjacobs.co.uk has lots to choose from, with lots 
of prints and variety, including licensed prints e.g. Frozen, 
Marvel comics — ideal for comic book fans of all ages! 


At discoveryknitting.co.uk you'll find a wonderful choice of 
high quality knit/jersey fabrics manufactured at their UK mill 
including loopback/French terry, fleece, knitted stripes, Rugby 
jerseys, collars and cuffs, Ponte de Roma, Lycra jersey, organic 
cottons and fibres/blends including linen, cashmere and 
merino, digitally printed knits, luxury fibres silk, merino and 
more! Minimum order is 2 metres. 


kitschy-coo.co.uk offers a small range of jersey clothing for 
women and children along with a colourful fabric selection. 
They offer a wide choice of interlock, ribbing, sweatshirting 
and jersey including high quality European manufacturers 
like Lillestoff and the majority of fabrics are organic. 


If you are looking for some more unusual stretch fabrics 
mibsfabrics.co.uk could have what you're looking for. Stock 
selection includes stretch lace, velour, stretch denim/jeggings 
fabrics, micro, Sherpa and teddy fleece. There's a good range 
of colours in tubular ribbing (cuffs, neck edges). Mibs also 
stocks swim and athletic wear fabrics. 


Patterns — Indie companies 


Here's a small selection of independent 
pattern companies that offer a range 
of digital PDF patterns, many designed 
specifically for knit fabrics, and utilise 
Facebook groups to support and 
enhance their patterns. In these groups 
you'll find support, inspiration, including 
lots of pictures of real people wearing 
garments they've sewn from the 
patterns. There's also the opportunity to 
ask questions to other makers as well 
as the pattern designers and find help 
and pattern hacks, as well as exclusive 
discount codes and occasional freebies! 


e greenstylecreations.com PDF patterns for men, women 
and children including lots of athletic styles. Instructional 
videos are also available on the website. 

e — stitchuponatime.com PDF patterns for men, women and 
children and all sewing abilities. 


e hallapatterns.com PDF patterns for women and children. 


e —_ titchythreads.com UK based designer, PDF patterns for 
children 
e —_patternsforpirates.com Patterns for all the family 


With all those resources 
at my fingertips, | think it's 
time to make those ‘secret 
pyjamas’ a reality... now, 
what style to go for and 
which fabric? So many 
choices! 
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Stitched Stories 


Many of us have pivotal moments where our love of fabrics or sewing first started. 
Often it can be encapsulated by a specific garment or fabric that just seems 
to spark your imagination and is loaded with nostalgia and sentiment. 
Each of our sewing stories Is different and unique to us, this month Pam Martin shares hers. 


always known, however, that my passion for all things textile has strong 
Northern roots. | was born in Lancashire, the home county of my father's 
family for several generations and | can vividly remember my Nan, Emily 
working at her cherished treadle sewing machine making clothes for me 
and my younger sister; just a touch too big as was the norm then for us ‘to 
grow into’. When | started researching my family history, it was no surprise 
to find Emily listed on the 1911 census at the age of 17 as a dressmaker. 
As the oldest of a large family of girls whose mother died at a young age, 
lam sure Emily's sewing endeavours were as much to do with necessity 
as choice. | went on to find that Emily's mother and others before her 
had worked throughout the industrial revolution in cotton and silk mills in 
Manchester and Scotland. When | recently visited heritage textile mills in 
the North West, it was humbling to learn about the harsh reality of mill life 
and the grim working conditions that my ancestors would most certainly 
have experienced and | can understand why their mill lives were never 
talked about. | am in awe of their resilience and tenacity. 


| love my life of stitch, living and working in the heart of Somerset. | have “a 


7 
° 


My first experience on a sewing machine was at the age of 10 when 
| taught myself to use an old hand Singer. | was hooked from the 
beginning and | religiously saved my pocket money to buy a second 
hand electric Singer machine a few years later. Following in Nan 
Emily's footsteps making my own clothes, | then went on to stitch 
all manner of textiles for the home. It took me little longer to realise 
that stitch could be very arty too. When | was on holiday in Australia, 
| saw my first stitched picture in a small gallery and in an instant, a 
whole new world of free stitching opened up before me. This said, 
my early efforts of trying to use a sewing machine needle like a paint 
brush were fraught with frustration as free motion stitching felt so 
different from standard machine sewing. Thankfully my Northern 
determination won the day and a sewing machine needle is now by 
far my creative tool of choice. Surrounded by amazing landscape 
in Somerset, | have a wealth of natural inspiration to call upon and 
this is reflected in many of the stitched pictures | have created. It is 
wonderful to see that textiles are now more readily accepted as an art 
form and | do all that | can to promote this. 


~ a 


For the past 8 years | have had the pleasure of inspiring others through the workshops | have run across Somerset and beyond. | find 
Supporting others in developing their machine stitching skills hugely rewarding and | love the camaraderie and friendships that comes 
from stitching In groups. There are so many ways that a sewing machine can be used and | am sure that there are many more | have yet 
to discover. | was delighted last year to take up a small studio in the old Somerset Levels village Moorlinch. | am very lucky at Spring Farm 
to have fantastic landscape all around me and better still, | am co-located with other creative people. It is always a delight to receive 
visitors and address and contact details can be found on my website — somersetstitch.blogspot.co.uk. 


Share your stitched stories 


We'd love to hear from you and showcase your special textiles loves and memories here. 


Get in touch by email — sw@mytimemedia.com 
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LE NOW £299 


www.worldofsewing.com _ fel: 01892 533188 


JANOME 8050XL 


e FULLY COMPUTERISED 

© 30 Stitches r 
® 3 Styles of auto 1-step buttonholes 

* Variable stitch width and length 
e Jam proof drop in bobbin | 
e Automatic needle threader 

® Maximum speed control 


| 
Babs 


¢ Programmable needle up / down 3 = oh 
* Stop / start button eh =a a 
e Lock stitch feature eee nace oe 
* Soft top cover a tm ww 
Free UK mainland Delivery s0soKL | 
Free 2 Year Guarantee J 
— oe = as 


BONUS Quilting Kit & Extension Table Wormalty® £119 


e Craft / Applique Foot - Open Toe 
¢ Free Motion Foot - Open Toe 

e Walking Foot - Open Toe 

® Ditch Quilting Foot 

e 1/4” Seam Foot 
« Extension Table 


* 
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+ 
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TRY before you buy at: 


56-64 Camden Road TUNBRIDGE WELLS TN1 2QP t: oe 533188 | 
Branch opening times 9.30 — 5.30 everyday except Sunday | 

we ul Sevenoaks Road PRATTS BOTTOM BR6 7SQ t:01 vs —? 

jworldofsewing.co™ Branch opening times 9.30-5.30 every day excep 


ita | 
YE 


www.worldofsewing.com 


AVON 
BEDFORDSHIRE 


BERKSHIRE 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


CHESHIRE 


CORNWALL 
DERBYSHIRE 


DEVON 


DORSET 


DURHAM 
ESSEX 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


HAMPSHIRE 


HEREFORDSHIRE 
HERTFORDSHIRE 


KENT 


LANCASHIRE 


LEICESTERSHIRE 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


LONDON (GTR) 


MANCHESTER (GTR) 
MERSEYSIDE 


NORFOLK 
SNORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
SOT TIN GHAMSHIRE 
OXFORDSHIRE 
SHROPSHIRE 
SOMERSET 

SUFFOLK 


SURREY 


SUSSEX 


TYNE & WEAR 


WARWICKSHIRE 
WILTSHIRE 


WEST MIDLANDS 


www.janome.co.uk 


Sew Much To Do, Ely — 01353 664 000 


Direct Sewing Machines, Bristol - 0117 9778216 AUTUMN 2017 


BSK Limited, Bedford - 01234 217096 

My Sewing Basket, Dunstable — 01582 371127 

Tudor Rose Patchwork, Oakley, Bediord — 01234 824983 
Sew Devine, Reading — 0118 926 b664 

Alans Sewing Machines, High Wycombe - 01494 527600 
Threads and Patches, Milton Keynes — 01908 649637 
Sew Creative Lid, Cambridge — 01223 350691 


a oe 2, 


Allan Sheen Sewing Machines, Winsford - 01606 59355 


All Fabrics, Stalybridee — 0161 478 8236/01706 624 651 che 
Jaycotts, Chester — 01244 394099 ‘ 
: ‘ 

| & P Sewing Machines, Warrington = 01925 633 831 ara 
Phil Morton Sewing Machines, Macclesfield — (11625 433 131 
The Sewing Studio, Redruth — 01209 216942 ' OFFERS! 
Elegance, Derby — 01332 392292 \ F 

. | — t 
keston Sewing & Janome Centre, Ilkeston - 07159 307664 ms £99 £1,099 i 
Exeter Sewing Machine Company, Exeter — 01392 275 660 ban z i 
Soft Touch Needlecrafts, Tavistock — 01822 617673 We 


Bournemouth Sewing Machines, Bournemouth — 01202 424825 
Hansons Fabrics, Sturminster Newton — (11258 47 2698 
So NW Sews, Weymoulh — 01305 766 411 

UK Sewing Machines, Darlington — (325 463 630 
Creative Lady, Burnham on Crouch — 01621 928 225 
Franklins, Colchester — 01206 563955 & 574758 
Franklins, Chelmsford —- 01245 346300 

Home of Sewing by Regent, Ilford — 0208 478 0669 
Superstitch Machine Co, Leith on Sea — 01702 478830 
Cotswold Sewing Machines, Stroud — 01453 763660 
West End Sewing Centre, Cheltenham — 01242 244025 
Eastleigh Sewing Centre, Eastleigh — 02380 650 808 
Hampshire Sewing Machines, Fareham — 01329 280499 ~ 
Reads of Winchester, Winchester — 01962 850 950 

Sew Creative, Petersfield - 01730 858020 

Badder Fabrics, Hereford — (1432 379137 

Chicks Embroidery, Letchworth — 01462 670 007 

Rebecca Woollard Sewing School, Hatfield Heath — 07887 654 717 

Rona Sewing Machines, Waltham Cross - 01992 640250 

Sewline Sewing Machines, Walford — 01923 693734 
Ashford Sewing Centre, Ashford — 01233 620948 - 
Barcham Sewing Centre, Whitstable - 01227 264 271 ‘ 
Maidstone Sewing Centre, Maidstone — 01622 670 254 
The Sewing Space. Kent — 01303 261329 

The World of Sewing, Tunbridge Wells — 01892 5337188 


JANOME 


=4) 0c 


O) 


ne 


or MODEL 230DC 


© FULLY COMPUTERISED 


e 40 stich choices 
Etty-Lilly, Carnforth - 01524 734713 ae ee oe Banus Pe 
Hobkirk Sewing Machines, Blackburn — 01254 693555 * jam proof drop in babbin . * 
Lestan Sewing Machines, Nelson — 01282 614511 « Auto néedle threader 4 ¢ 
M & 5 Sewing Machines, Heywood — 01706 624651 & 366943 oa 
R. Bullock & Son Ltd, Wigan — 01942 247836 = Easy Fo use Make the. 3 ia 
Transworld Sewing Machines, Leigh — 01942 608028 Si hig choice Kirst time! eee 
Cresswell Sewing Machines, Leicester — 07979 798 (10 ot 
The Sewing Café, Hinkley - 01455 698 034 ee 
Couling Sewing Machines, Lincoln — 01522 521841 
Seweezy, Gainsborough - 01427 614570 Creative Hands 2, Worcester - 01905 74940 
All London Sewing, South West London - 0208 3373444 — Inkberrow Design Centre, Redditch — 01527 69100. 
Lewisham & Deptford Sewing Machines, Deptiord — 0208 692 1077 areaaiee AL Woodseats Sewing Machines, Sheffield - 01 i4 2552022 
SM Sewing Machines Lid, London — 0208 4524257 Arcade Sewing Machines, Huddersfield — o14a4 429808 
The Sewing Centre, Battersea — 0207 228 anes sees C& G Sewing Machines, Bradford — o1274 406352. 
The World of Sewing, Pratts Bottom — 01689 638638 Electra (DA) Company, ‘Doncatter:< 01302 340 369 


Wimbledon Sewing Machine Co Ltd, Tooting Bec - 020 8767 0036 


Bamber sewing Machines, sipipidaiaa — 0161 707 7786 Flynn’s Sewing Centre, York - 01904 692999 

Affordahle Sewing, Moreton, Wirral — 0151 677 7755 } Sewing Centre, ‘Scarborough - 0 1723 363 1 67 

Sewing & Knitting Centre, Southport — 01704 534688 White Rose Sewing Machines, Harrogate — on 423 503767 
Sew Creative, Norwich — 01603 305888 ayes’ Rachel's Textiles: Studio, Jersey — 01534 a7 877 

Sewing Machine World, Kings lynn — 01553 773362 Joan’s Wools & Crafts, Onchan — 01624 626 009 

Sew Northampton, Northampton — 01604 637200 Sew N Knit Belfast, Belfast — 028 9045 6015 

Cresswell Sewing Machines, Nottingham -— 0115 9267572 Sew N Knit Lisburn, Lisburn — 028 9267 0908 

Witney Sewing Machine Centre, Witney - 01993 704535 Singer Sewing Centre, Ballymena - 028 2564 003d 
Sewing Machine Centre, Shrewsbury — (1743 345902 eters David Drisnmond, Edinburgh — 0131 539 7766 

Bredons Sewing Machines, Taunton — 01823 272450 epee € tiledetdont: Sewing Machines, Stirling - 01786 462993 
Franklins, Ipswich — 01473 221188 Quilt Creations, Fa 01463 719269 

Sew Much To Do, Bury St Edmunds — 01284 755459 Sew Mate rialistic Ayr — 01292 200844 

All Redgwell Sewing, Worcester Park — 0208 3373444 Saw Naka Crafty! Dunfermline 01383. 723905 

C & A Sewing Machines, Cranleigh — 01483 267777 The Sewing | Machine: Shop, iat abers — 01343 823961 
Discount Sewing Machines, Lightwater —- 01932 349000 ‘al es Butterfly Fabrics, Cardiff ~ 02920 4 470808 

Woking Sewing Centre, Addlestone — 01932 352606 ; Clare Sewing Machine Shop, ae _o1970 617786 
Woking Sewing Centre, Newhaw - 01932 352958 clit ords Sewing Machi “Ltd, a a — 01792 655 928 
Clothkits Ltd, Chichester — (1243 5331780 Pees ne ‘Machine Co Ltd, Cardiff 02922 402418 
Eclectic Maker, Worthing - 01903 681000 mei Ma chine Co, Ltd, New port -01 633 281 555 


Haslings Sewing Centre, Hastings = 01424 423108 Sewing Medias. ohes Wink Ree cee 
G Tully Sewing Machines, Sunderland - 0191 565 7995 . : 


Sewing Machine Sales, Whitley Bay — 0191 2525825 
Coventry Sewing Centre, Coventry — 02476 222134 
Franklins, Salisbury — 01722 554466 

Nimble Thimbles, Swindon — 01793 950 750 
Brewers Sewing Machines, Wolverhampton — 07902 458885 
D C Nutt Sewing Machines, Walsall —- 01922 497603 
Frank Nutt, Kings Heath - 0121 444 3978 

L& MWNutt, Sutton Coldfield - 0121 373 5497 

S Nutt Sewing Machines, Birmingham - 0121 327 2820 


Fabric Mouse, Catterick — 0800 6889971 


The ‘Sewing with Style’ offers are available from Janome sewing machine 
feneal cithets- nationwide, Promotion starts 4th until 
4nd Janvary 2018. [All offers subject to stack availability.) 


JANOME 


The world's leading sewing machine manufacturer 


